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is Book is Dedicated To: 


The rugged pioneers who first tamed the wilderness that 
became Oregon Township and all the proud residents who 
settled and developed East Toledo, Oregon, Northwood, 
Rossford, and other communities East of the Maumee River 
and who still value and preserve that rich historical heritage. 


Also special mention is given to Josephine Fassett, who wrote the 
first history of Oregon Township and was a founder of the Oregon- 
Jerusalem Historical Society. 



Josephine Fassett, Oregon-Jerusalem Township Historian 
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MAUMEE RIVER 


Introduction 

- J4ie East Side of the Maumee River has had a long and rich history, dating back to the earliest settle¬ 
ments in the region. An Erie Indian fort, marked by a large boulder on Miami Street near the comer of 
Fassett, stood on the east bank of the river as early as the 1650s (see page 28). Soon after the fort was built, 
the Erie Indians were overrun by Algonquin tribes moving west through the area. Later, Ottawa, Miami, 
and Potawatomi Indians would occupy the Maumee Valley. 

The name for the Maumee River came accidentally from the lips of early French pioneers. They called it 
the “River of the Miamis,” because of the Miami Indians living in the region. In French, the word “Miamis” 
(like the long “e” ending of “Chablis”) comes out sounding very much like “Maumee,” and that is the name 
that has survived in English. The first explorers, like LaSalle in 1669, claimed the area for the French. Then 
for nearly a century and a half, as the Indians, French, and British battled for control, the river was the only 
artery of transportation through the forests and swamps that covered the Maumee Valley from Lake Erie all 
the way to Indiana. 

What was known as the Great Black Swamp was caused by a combination of the thick growth of timber 
that kept water from evaporating and the clay soil that kept it from sinking into the ground. Most of northwest 
Ohio was a dark, marshy miasma that was unhealthy and almost impenetrable during certain seasons of the year. 
When Ohio became a state in 1803, there were still no permanent settlers east of the Maumee. 



The Great Black Swamp, which stretched from Maumee Bay to Indiana. 
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Then in 1807, Peter Navarre and his brothers set¬ 
tled east of the river out along the Bay Shore when 
northwest Ohio was still swamp and forests with 
only a few Indian trails through the woods. Soon 
after the Navarres came to the area, war broke out 
with England, and Peter and his brother Robert 
served as scouts for General William Henry Harri¬ 
son, who was based at Fort Meigs and Fort Seneca, 
during the critical year of 1813. 

Being outstanding woodsmen who knew the Indi¬ 
an trails and languages, the Navarre brothers could 
carry messages between the American forts and 
inform General Harrison where British and Indian 
forces were located. It was no doubt Peter Navarre 
who led American troops to fight under Commodore 
Perry in the Battle of Lake Erie, which took place on 
September 10, 1813. 


After the war, the Navarres continued to live along 
the Bay Shore, remaining friends with the nearby 
Ottawa Indians. Navarre descendants, along with 
other early families like the Kellers, provided for 
the Ottawa people who stayed behind after the tribe 
was officially removed to a western reservation in 
1838. Peter lived in a log cabin in the woods all his 
long life. 

The last cabin, built not many years before his 
death in 1874 by his son Peter, was the cabin that 
was moved to Navarre Park in 1922 and now resides 
at Toledo Botanical Gardens. For his services dur¬ 
ing the War of 1812, Peter Navarre has had a park 
and a school named for him, as well as the main road 
through Oregon Township. 



HISTORICAL 1 
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PETER NAVARRE 

WAR OF 16 SE 
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Navarre Historic Marker at Navarre Park, Dedicated in 2007. 
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It was some years after the War of 1812 before 
permanent settlers came into the area and began to 
clear the forests for farming. Some of the earliest 
pioneers were here in the 1820s, and many more ar¬ 
rived during the 1830s and 1840s, drawn by the rich 
soil from the Great Black Swamp. Oregon Town¬ 
ship, which covers most of the land on the east side 
of the river discussed in this book, was formed in 


1837, and it included the fledgling community that 
later became East Toledo in the 1850s. 

The same year Toledo was incorporated on the 
west bank of the Maumee, a Quaker named Isaac 
Street petitioned the Lucas County Commissioners 
on June 11, 1837, to establish a new township “on 
the East and South side of the river” to be known 
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by the name of “Oregon.” At the time, Americans 
were excited about the country’s great westward 
expansion, which explains why East Toledo has 
streets named Utah, Colorado, Denver, Idaho, and 
of course Nevada. Utah was also the name of the 
first post office in Oregon Township. 

The little settlement platted by Mr. Street with the 
popular name of Oregon stood along the riverfront 
near the current intersection of Miami Street and Or¬ 
egon Road. It had a few buildings, but was never 
much more than a paper town, like Manhattan and 
Marengo on the other side of the river. When the 
canal went through on the west side of the Maumee, 
Mr. Street lost his entire investment and he soon 
disappeared from the Toledo area and from history. 
Fortunately, he has been remembered in Oregon by 
the street between Navarre Avenue and 1-280 that 
runs behind St. Charles Hospital and now bears his 
name. Also, of course, the name he chose for the 
whole township has survived, even after the sections 
closest to the river became East Toledo in 1853. 

When Oregon Township was formed in 1837, 
there were already several families besides the Na- 
varres living within its boundaries. Some of those 
first settlers were Joseph Prentice (1825), Luther 
Whitmore (1829), Robert Gardner (1830), Hiram 
Brown (1831), Gabriel Crane (1831), Oliver Ste¬ 
vens (1832), Elias Fassett (1833), and Peter Mo- 
many (1836). Joseph Prentice died young, but his 
son Frederick, for whom Prentice Park is named, 
prospered in the oil business, owned much land, and 
died a millionaire in New York City at the age of 91. 
The Fassett family had a large farm centered around 
Oak and Fassett streets, and a descendant, Josephine 
Fassett, would become Superintendent of Oregon 
Schools, found the Historical Society, and write the 
first history of Oregon and Jerusalem Townships. 

Luther Whitmore and Gabriel Crane settled along 
the river near where Isaac Street originally platted 
his little settlement. The Crane and Tracy families 


were among the first to farm the land that would be¬ 
come Rossford at the beginning of the 20th century 
when Edward Ford produced his first plate glass 
there on October 28, 1899. The town was named for 
Mr. Ford and his wife Carrie Ross. Hiram Brown, 
for whom Brown Road is named (part of which is 
now Oakdale Avenue), was active along with Elijah 
Woodruff in the Underground Railroad, helping run¬ 
away slaves escape into Canada during the 1850s. 

Oliver Stevens once owned much of the land that 
is now the Sun Oil Refinery and Navarre Park. In 
1855, Mr. Stevens built an octagon house on Wood- 
ville Road near Pickle Road, which unfortunately was 
razed when Sunoco expanded its office building in the 
mid-1930s. A rolling, 53-acre section of Mr. Steven’s 
land in East Toledo was acquired by the city in 1893 
to become Navarre Park. The first large pavilion was 
built there in 1895 where the current late-1930s shelter 
house (now the Senior Center) is located. Along with 
other early Oregon Township pioneers, Mr. Stevens is 
buried in Willow Cemetery on land that was part of his 
original homestead. 

Other settlers poured into the area during the 
1840s and 1850s, including Isaac Clay, Stephen and 
Thomas Rideout (1844), George Bury (1847), Jo¬ 
seph Gladieux (1849), Perry Coy (1850), and Peter 
Heider (1851). One of the more prominent was J. 
C. Messer, who came to Oregon Township with his 
father in 1844. After his father’s death, Mr. Messer 
built a home in 1858, which is still standing on the 
south side of Pickle Road just east of the current 
YMCA. It clearly appears in the 1875 township sur¬ 
vey map. Mr. Messer fought in the Civil War, later 
prospered as a banker, and finally built the beautiful 
brick Italianate house across Pickle Road, still one 
of Oregon’s finest homes (see page 113). 

Another early settler from the 1840s was 
Matthias Schmidlin, who farmed land east of Coy 
Road between Navarre Avenue and Pickle Road, 
where Schmidlin Road now runs. He built the 
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sturdy brick farmhouse that still stands on Coy Road, 
and his son Carl erected another early Oregon home 
on Navarre Avenue that is now occupied by Bartz- 
Viviano Florist (see page 112). The Johlin family 
also arrived in those early years and settled along 
Corduroy Road. By 1870, they had established a 
winery, and built a large brick home in which de¬ 
scendants still live. The original Frederick Joh¬ 
lin cabin was recently donated to Metroparks and 
moved to Pearson North, near the comer of Seaman 
and Wynn roads, to become an educational center 
for the new section of the park (see page 32). 

Oregon Township continued to grow steadily, but 
remained primarily a farming community well 
into the 20th century. A small amusement park 
called Presque Isle was developed on a tiny pen¬ 
insula of land at the mouth of the Maumee River 
near the end of Bay Shore Road. It prospered 
for a few years in the 1890s, but has now been 
obliterated by the huge Port Authority Docks. 
Also, a few small communities, such as Ironville, 
Momeneetown, Booth, and Brandville, appeared 
in the late 1800s, only to become “ghost towns” 
or perhaps just a cluster of houses today. These 
will be discussed in Chapter Three. Other com¬ 
munities that have survived, such as Curtice and 
Walbridge, are also included in this book. 

Meanwhile, as Toledo grew, the part of Oregon 
Township closest to the river was incorporated into 
the city in 1853. The first Cherry Street Bridge was 
built in 1865 at the end of the Civil War, and busi¬ 
ness and industry would slowly grow and thrive 
throughout the remainder of the 19th century. Bir¬ 
mingham was developed in the 1890s, just as the 
Main Street, Starr Avenue, and East Broadway busi¬ 
ness corridors were rapidly expanding. Immigrants 
poured into East Toledo, and the population grew 
from a few hundred people in 1870 to about 45,000 
by the 1920s. Most of the schools, churches, and 


neighborhoods were formed during that time. The 
East Side continued to prosper for most of the 20th 
century, until the demographics of urban decay be¬ 
gan to take their toll in the last few decades. 

Oregon also prospered during the years of the 
20th century. Early one-room schoolhouses were 
consolidated in the 1920s, churches were formed, 
and community services were expanded. The East- 
moreland neighborhood was laid out as Euclid Park 
in the 1920s. Pearson Park, a last surviving part of 
the Black Swamp saved through the efforts of Blade 
reporter George Pearson, opened in 1934. Slowly, 
but steadily, a business corridor developed along 
Navarre Avenue between Wheeling and Coy. St. 
Charles Hospital opened in 1954, replacing the old 
East Side Hospital on Oak Street. 

Then in 1957, the city of Oregon broke away 
from its dependence on Toledo water and was in¬ 
corporated as a municipality. About the same time, 
1-280 was opened through the city, encouraging the 
ever-increasing expansion of business and industry. 
Also in the late-1950s, the Great Eastern Shopping 
Center was built on Woodville Road, and not long 
afterward Northwood became a separate city. By 
1969, Woodville Mall opened, and many more res¬ 
taurants, stores, and other businesses (including the 
area’s second McDonald’s) were thriving east of the 
river. Just since the turn of the 21st century, several 
new housing developments have been built, Bay 
Park Hospital has opened, many large retail stores 
have located in the area, and the city of Oregon has 
grown to nearly 20,000 inhabitants. Those first set¬ 
tlers would be amazed. 

This book attempts to provide a pictorial history of 
the progress and change that has taken place since 
the early days of these communities located east of 
the Maumee. In 2007, Oregon celebrated its 50th 
anniversary as a city, the same year that marked the 
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170th anniversary of Isaac Street’s petition for the formation of Oregon Township. Also in 2007, the East 
Side celebrated the 200th anniversary of the arrival of Peter Navarre and his brothers to the Bay Shore area, 
becoming the first permanent settlers east of the river. It is hoped that the photographs collected in this book 
will help preserve the memory of this long and rich historical heritage. 
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Early Plat Map of the Bay Shore Area of Oregon Township, 1870s 
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Chapter One 
G& 

God’s View of God’s Country 


Aerial Views 


- Trom overhead photographs of the industrial riverfront to the building of the 1-280 expressway, these aerial views 
give a broad perspective of the gradual development of communities east of the river. A close examination of these 
pictures reveals areas of change and other areas that have largely remained the same. Progress has continually moved 


views 


east from the first businesses and housing plats along the river to the filling in of farmland and the growth of commerce 
out Navarre Avenue into Oregon and out Woodville Road into Northwood. 

The river was the first channel for development, as heavy industry that was dependent on shipping grew up along 
its banks in the late 1800s and early 1900s. The railroads fostered that growth, as thousands of immigrants and new 
residents poured into Toledo to work at the malleable castings, the grain elevators, shipbuilding, ironworks, and oil 
refineries. These overhead views show in detail the grounds of some of these companies, and how they sprawled all 
along the busy riverfront that brought such prosperity to Toledo. 

The crowded older neighborhoods of East Toledo can also be seen in their context. These ethnic neighborhoods 
from the horse and buggy days were mostly self-contained. They were built up close to shopping, schools, churches, 
and places of employment. The views above Navarre Park, Main Street, and Waite High School show how densely 
packed these neighborhoods still remain over a century since they began their rapid development in the late 1800s. 

Also, the coming of expressways beginning in the late 1950s led to rapid growth in communities further east from 
the river. Aerial photos of the construction of 1-280 show how little development existed at that time compared with 
the commercial corridors out Navarre Avenue and Woodville Road today. In 1960, St. Charles Hospital was still sur¬ 
rounded by farms and fields stretching out east, while today the whole Navarre Avenue strip is packed with businesses 
and housing developments all the way to Pearson Park. God’s country has certainly grown, and all signs indicate that 
it will continue to grow toward the east. 
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Looking Southwest from above Waite High School, about 1911. This very early detailed aerial view 
southwest toward the river, probably taken from the large crane used during the construction of Waite High School a 
century ago (note the water pipes on Morrison Drive), shows the old neighborhood around Front and Main in the early 
1900s. Landfill is still taking place beyond Front Street for the tracks leading to the Pennsylvania Railroad Bridge (see 
photo below). A few old businesses huddle next to Main Street before it reaches the earlier Cherry Street Bridge seen 
at the far right. What was left of that bridge was floated down river to become part of the Ash-Consaul Bridge when 
the new Cherry Street Bridge (now named for Martin Luther King) was opened a couple years later in 1914. Below 
the double stacks of the power plant across the river, which still exists, is the mansard-roofed passenger station of the 
Toledo & Ohio Central Railroad on Main Street. The large grain elevator next to the railroad yards stood for a long 
time in what is now International Park. The rooflines of the Weber Block and the old Penney’s Building, which still 
anchor Main Street, can be seen to the left of the grain elevator. The house in the foreground at Morrison and Second 
Street, probably dating back to the 1870s, also still survives, as does one on the east side of First Street, and several 
others seen here along Oswald Street. Photo courtesy of Fred Folger. 
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Waite High 
School Campus 
and Front Street 
Area, Looking 
West, about 
1926. 

With the age of flight, 
more extensive aerial 
views were possible 
by the mid-1920s. 

The Waite campus is 
seen here with the old 
football stadium in 
the bowl at the lower 
left. The bleachers 
would become the 
visiting stands when 
the new stadium 
was built across East 
Broadway in 1934. 

The light bulb fac¬ 
tory, now the Andrews Building, to the left of the new Cherry Street Bridge appears in this picture, 
as does the new light-colored police station, just opened in 1925, on the southeast comer of Second 
and Oswald at the far left. 



Southwest View of 
Waite-Garfield Area, 
about 1950. 

Waite Stadium and the 
practice field are seen in 
the foreground with the old 
1915 Garfield Elementary 
School at the right. Grant 
Murray Field House would 
soon be built to the right 
of the high school in 1954. 
The Sports Arena (1947- 
2007) appears just beyond 
Waite in the area along the 
river that awaits the Marina 
District development. 
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Main Street, View Northeast, about 1960. Main Street slants diagonally across this mid¬ 
century view, which shows over forty commercial buildings of East Toledo’s busy business district. 
The largest structures are the Masonic on the northeast comer of Fourth and Main in the center of 
the photo, and Sacred Heart Catholic Church above it to the left. The comer of the Waite bowl and 
stadium are at the upper left, and the old Second Congregational Church is at the lower right. 



Main Street, Looking Northwest, mid-1970s. The length of Main Street stretches from 
the Cherry Street Bridge to join Starr Avenue at the lower right of this detailed aerial view. The open 
space between Second and Fourth streets, where the buildings seen above on the north side of Main 
have now been demolished, stands ready for the new River East Food Town Plaza to be built. Sacred 
Heart Parish appears at the far right below Waite High School. Euclid Avenue Methodist and the # 6 
Fire Station are seen at the bottom of the photo, and St. Louis Parish is near the lower left. 
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Maumee Chemical Company Explosion, May 1962. One of the worst disasters in the history of the East 
Side was the explosion at the Maumee Chemical Company, which took the lives of ten workers. The impact of the 
blast shattered windows for miles around, and buildings shook as far away as Waite High School. This aerial photo 
shows firemen trying to contain the spread of the fire after the explosion. The old building on the northwest comer 
of Oak and Miami streets was originally the Home Brewing Company from about 1900 until 1918. After Prohibi¬ 
tion ended in 1932, Koerber’s Brewery occupied the building until 1950 when it became Maumee Chemical. In this 
picture, looking south, Oak Street angles toward the upper left, Merle’s Body Shop is on the southwest comer of Oak 
and Miami at the top, the Toledo Edison power plant sub-station is at the lower left on the curve onto Front Street, and 
the Pennsylvania Railroad tracks are at the lower right. 
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Sun Oil Company, Looking North, 1935. A far smaller Sun Oil Company appears in this mid- 
1930s aerial view. It is surrounded by Navarre Avenue at the top, Woodville Road at the bottom, the edge 
of Willow Cemetery at the far right, and Navarre Park in the upper left comer. Oliver Stevens’ old 1855 
Octagon House can be seen at the bottom of the picture in the shadows, shortly before it was tom down, 
just to the right of the 1918 office building on Woodville Road. 



Sun Oil, Navarre Park, and the Ironwood Neighborhood, View West, mid- 
1940s. Woodville Road goes from the lower center to the upper right of this panoramic photo. 
Sun Oil is at the lower right and Navarre Park stretches across the upper part of this view. The 
four towers of Hirzel Building Supply and the Maumee Malleable plant are seen on opposite 
sides of Woodville Road. The Ironwood area at the left is still being developed. 
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Interior of Fun Spot, mid-1960s. 

The popularity of the Fun Spot, long owned 
by the Kish family, is apparent in this 
crowded inside view of the arena. Judg¬ 
ing from the clothing, it appears to be the 
1960s, perhaps a couples’ skate. After its 
long run of fifty years, the Fun Spot closed 
in December 2011 (see page 98). 



Site of Fun Spot Roller Skating Arena near 1-280, Looking Northeast, Spring 1960. 

The 1-280 Expressway is only a couple years old as the high ground in the center of this vintage aerial photograph is 
being prepared for the construction of the popular roller skating arena. Earlwood is also shown at the bottom, angling 
north to Starr Avenue, which crosses left to right in the middle of the picture. The small white building on the south¬ 
east comer of Earlwood and 2260 Starr Avenue was Susor’s Drive-In (later Zippy’s Pizza). The large Sweet Feed 
pet store, now a NAPA Auto Parts, would eventually be built on the site. The construction of the First Church of the 
Nazarene, now the home of Ashland Avenue Baptist Church, can be seen on Starr Avenue just above the future site 
of the Fun Spot. The large area of farmland at the upper right toward Wheeling Street is now occupied by the Luther 
Hills and Luther Crest apartment villages. 
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Demise of the Fassett Street Bridge, 1957. The Fassett Street Bridge, constructed in 1895, 
was not rebuilt after this Cleveland Cliffs freighter, the S. S. Champlain, broke loose in a storm and 
partially destroyed the bridge in 1957 (see page 120). A close look shows the Railroad YMCA at the 
comer of Fassett and Oak, the old East Side Hospital just to the left of the Y on Oak Street, and the 
Weiler Homes further east at the very top of the photo. Earl Street can be seen in the upper left comer. 
Near the right side of the picture, the 1873 Dawson Chapel, still standing, is on the northeast comer of 
Oak and Hathaway streets. 


Westward Aerial View 
of Rossford LOF Plant, 1954. 

This sharp photo shows the massive 
Libbey Owens Ford plate glass factory 
across Dixie Highway along the river 
in Rossford. The familiar office build¬ 
ing with the two-story Greek facade is 
at the left center. In the foreground is 
the former Toledo Sugar factory build¬ 
ing, which later became Larrowe Mill¬ 
ing and then part of LOF. 
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Larrowe Milling Company, 1925. This large milling operation occupied the former Toledo Sugar buildings 
on the southeast side of Dixie Highway in Rossford, seen running along the bottom of this photograph. The B & O 
coal yards can be seen beyond the factory buildings. Notice the old truck at the lower left. 



Rossford Ordinance Depot, 1940s. Built as part of the World War II effort, the immense size 
of the ordinance depot can be seen in this aerial photo. After the war, it was turned into an industrial 
park. Later the Penta County trade school and Owens Community College were built in the 1960s along 
Oregon Road, which runs along the bottom of this photograph. 
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Hecklinger’s Greenhouse and Heffner Street Area, View Northwest, 1954. Hecklinger’s Green¬ 
house, at Seaman and Heffner across from the Duck Creek swale, dominates the center of this mid-century aerial 
photo. The old roadbed of the Hocking Valley Railroad leading to the docks on Front Street is at the far right. The 
Nickel Plate Railroad belt line curves around the top of the picture, and at the very top appear early excavations for the 
1-280 Expressway. Heffner School can be seen below the greenhouse on the northeast comer of Heffner and Kelsey. 
At the far left, at the intersection of Heffner, Starr Avenue, and Dearborn, is Bob & Joe’s Hi-Speed gas station, later 
a Union 76 station. Now owned by Joe’s son Mike Seferian, the former station is still going strong today as an auto 
repair business (see page 153). 
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Water Filtration Plant, 
about 1955. 

The new city of Toledo’s 
Collins Park Water Filtration 
Plant is in the center of this 
aerial view looking northwest 
toward the industry along the 
river. At the bottom of the 
picture, a gas station sat on 
the northeast comer of Cor¬ 
duroy and Otter Creek roads. 
A part of Collins Park can be 
seen at the upper left, and the 
Jewish Cemetery along Otter 
Creek Road is at the lower 
right of this photo. 


Ash-Consaul 
Bridge, Looking 
North, about 1955. 

The Ash-Consaul was 
built, in part, with sec¬ 
tions of the old Cherry 
Street Bridge in 1915. 
It served East Toledo 
and the north end for 
42 years, until it was re¬ 
moved when the Craig 
Bridge opened in 1957. 
This photo shows the 
last days of the bridge, 
as the roadway excava¬ 
tions for 1-280 are al¬ 
ready taking place, and 
the supports for the new 
bridge can be seen in the 
river at the far left. The 
former Hocking Val¬ 
ley docks on the river 
are still being used by 
the Sun Oil Company. 
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New 1-280 
Expressway and 
Craig Bridge, about 
1958. 

A reconstructed Front Street 
and the 1-280 entrance to 
the Craig Bridge appear at 
the bottom of this aerial 
view, looking north past 
the freighters at the Sun 
Oil docks and the open 
area where the original 
Malleable Castings once 
stood to the elevators of 
the National Biscuit Com¬ 
pany. Tony Packo’s stands 
on the northeast comer 
of Consaul Street, where 
Front Street jogs to the left. 
Further up Front Street is 
Engine House #13 across 
from the grain elevators. 




York Street, Birmingham Area, about 1953. Pipes are laid out on the north side 
of York Street for an upcoming sewer project. American Shipbuilding Company and Interlake 
Iron are at the top of this aerial view. Interlake field baseball diamond is on Front Street next 
to the parking lot. Holy Rosary Church and School appear on York Street at the lower right 
near Wheeling where the American Brake Shoe foundry stands on the southeast comer. 
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Front Street Industry, Looking Northeast, about 1950. The huge landmark tank of the Ohio Fuel Gas 
Company, forerunner of Columbia Gas, towers over Front and Wheeling streets in the center of this view. Along the 
river can be seen the extensive works of the National Biscuit Company, American Shipbuilding, and Interlake Iron. 
The Standard Oil Refinery, now BP, is at the upper left in the far distance. To the right is the north end of the Birming¬ 
ham neighborhood. 
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Front Street Industrial Corridor, Looking Southwest, 1955. 


This photo gives a detailed look at the 










massive Interlake Iron factory. Notice the two freighters docked side-by-side next to one of the ore loaders. The 
Toledo Shipbuilding Company and the Nabisco Mill can be seen beyond Interlake toward the upper left. Front Street 
runs along the left side of this picture, and at the top in the distance is the Ash-Consaul Bridge with the nearly com¬ 
pleted Craig Bridge behind it. 
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Interlake Iron, Looking North, 1970s. This detailed view shows the coke oven and some of 
the extensive grounds and other buildings of Interlake Iron Corporation. At the lower left is the east 
end of one of the giant ore loaders that extend to the river. The Gulf Oil refinery is beyond Interlake to 
the north, and in the distance is Maumee Bay. Photo courtesy of Mel Smith, Jr. 

Bird’s-Eye View of 
Interlake Iron, Looking 
North, mid-1900s. 

The size of the massive Inter¬ 
lake Iron grounds can be seen 
in the center of this wide aerial 
view of the industrial east river¬ 
front. Front Street runs diagonally 
through the photo. Toledo Ship¬ 
building appears at the lower left, 
Gulf Oil is seen at the upper right, 
and the northern part of Birming¬ 
ham is at the lower right. Half of 
the tall Oil Fuel Gas Company 
tank stands at the right edge of 
the picture. Photo courtesy of 
Dr. Raymond Boothe. 
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Mouth of the Maumee, 1962. This aerial photograph captures three major entities of the Port of To¬ 
ledo and Oregon. To the left is the Toledo Overseas Terminal, in the upper middle beyond the railroad yards 
is the C & O Railroad and Presque Isle coal docks, and at the upper right is the Lakefront coal docks. At the 
left is the old Ironville neighborhood, first settled in the 1860s, and soon to be obliterated for a development 
that never came. 



Oregon on the 
Bay Industry, 
1967. 

Taken from over 
Maumee Bay, look¬ 
ing southwest, this 
aerial photo shows 
Toledo Edison’s Bay 
Shore plant in the 
foreground and the 
Harbor View com¬ 
munity to the right. 
The large Standard 
Oil refinery, now 
British Petroleum, 
sprawls in the center 
of the picture. 
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1-280 Expressway Construction near Woodville Road, Looking 
North, about 1955. The expressway was opened in segments. Here are shown 
the Wales Road overpass and the Woodville Road overpass above it, with the road abruptly 
ending just north of Woodville. Curtice Road runs horizontally across the top of the photo. 



Pickle Road Overpass Construction, Looking Northwest, 1956. Road 
construction has now progressed farther north, as seen in this photo taken from above 
the 2800 block of Brown Road. The house at the far left on Pickle Road still stands, 
as does the house on the right across the Expressway on what is now Munding Drive. 
The original section of St. Charles Hospital at Navarre Avenue and Wheeling is at the 
top left of this picture. 
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1-280 Construction, 
Looking North on 
Wheeling Street, 1956 

In this view taken high above 
Pickle Road, the recently 
opened St. Charles Hospital 
appears on the southeast cor¬ 
ner of Navarre and Wheeling. 
Beyond the hospital can be 
seen the Eastmoreland neigh¬ 
borhood and then the industrial 
area all the way north towards 
the river and Maumee Bay. 
The square building at the 
lower left is Oregon Fire Sta¬ 
tion #2. 


1-280 Excavation 
and Construction at 
Wheeling Street, View 
Northwest, 1956. 

In the center of this photo¬ 
graph, the overpass frame¬ 
work is clearly seen in place 
on Wheeling. The Grasser 
Street roadway pictured here 
above the excavation was 
kept standing to allow ac¬ 
cess to Fire Station #2 until 
the Wheeling overpass was 
completed. The houses at 
the lower left, except for the 
one brick barn-like outbuild¬ 
ing, have just recently been 
tom down for the widening 
of Wheeling Street. Copper 
Cove apartments now oc¬ 
cupy the field at the bottom 
of this photo 
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Aerial View of Navarre and Wheeling, 
Looking Southeast, about 1962. 

The Expressway is now completed, but there are 
still baseball diamonds where the hospital would 
eventually expand south on Wheeling. The old 
Metzger’s store building (see page 35) is pic¬ 
tured here in its last years on the southwest comer. 




St. Charles Hospital, Looking South across Navarre Avenue, 1954. Until St. Charles opened 
in early 1954, the only hospital east of the river was the old East Side Hospital, located in an enlarged house 
at 1153 Oak Street near Fassett. This low-level view clearly shows the just finished hospital with its entrance 
facing Navarre Avenue. In the foreground is the old Hess farm on the north side of Navarre Avenue about where 
Arby’s and Tim Horton’s now stand. The St. Charles Grill, forerunner of the Free-Way restaurant still in business 
today, is at the lower left (see page 167), and the Hideout Bar and Cupboard restaurant, a victim of street widening 
in the late 1960s, appear at the lower right on the northeast comer of Navarre and Wheeling. At the very top of the 
photo is the Widner trailer court. 
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Walbridge Railroad Yards, Looking Northeast, 1960s. Long known as a railroad town, 
Walbridge once had one of the largest switching yards in northwest Ohio. The extent of the operation is 
evident in this aerial view, which shows the roundhouse at the far left. Drouillard Road runs north beyond 
the tracks from middle right to upper left of the photo. 



France Stone Quarry, 
Clay Center, View 
Southwest, about 
1940. 

The size of the huge France 
stone quarry can be seen in 
the foreground of this dra¬ 
matic aerial view. The quar¬ 
ry is still in operation, and 
judging from the depth of 
the excavations, it had been 
in business for many years 
prior to the time of this pho¬ 
tograph. The town of Clay 
Center stretches along the 
top of the picture. 
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Chapter Two 
C& 

Sunrise in the East 


Early Days 


' 7/hen the Navarre brothers came down from Frenchtown (Monroe, Michigan) in 1807, they settled out along 
Maumee Bay in what became known as the Bay Shore. There are hundreds of Navarre descendants living in the To¬ 
ledo area today who trace their ancestry back to those five brothers: Peter, Robert, James, Francis, and Alexis. Peter’s 
first cabin was probably located along Otter Creek near Bay Shore Road, where the large BP Refinery now stands. 
Alexis’ cabin and later home, as recorded in early photographs, was nearby. There were no other settlers until after the 
War of 1812, and it took several decades for those pioneer farmers to begin taming the Great Black Swamp. 

The first roads were named for the families that arrived in the area before the Civil War: familiar names such as 
Coy, Lallendorf, Wynn, Cousino, Bury, Brown, Curtice, and of course Navarre. Cedar Point Road went out to Little 
Cedar Point, a spit of land extending into the bay just past Maumee Bay State Park. Corduroy Road was named for 
the practice of laying logs across swampy areas to make for very bumpy travel. Stadium Road was once called Big 
Ditch, because one of the largest ditches used to help drain the swamp runs beside it. 

What became East Toledo also developed slowly during the first half of the 19th century. Isaac Worden was said to 
have built the first house along the riverbank in 1826, the same year he and John Baldwin broke ground for three acres 
of com. Soon there was the Potter farm, and also the Bissell and Hicks farms (now the Mott Street area). The Collins 
and Consaul farms are remembered today by the names of Consaul Street and Collins Park. Not until the 1840s did a 
small business district develop around Front Street, Euclid (then Cherry Street), and Oak Street. Bridge Street did not 
become Main Street until 1894. Fortunately, many commercial buildings, such as the Weber Block (1888), as well as 
early houses, both in East Toledo and Oregon Township, have survived. 

This chapter presents some of the photographs that help record those early days, from the old Indian fort along the 
river to the beginnings of the 20th century. 
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Dedication of Indian 
Fort Marker, Miami 
Street near Fassett, 

November 1941. 

The earliest known site 
east of the river is the 
circa 1650 Indian fort that 
covered about three acres 
around the current intersec¬ 
tion of Miami and Fassett 
streets. This photo shows 
the dedication of the four- 
ton stone marker on the 
west side of Miami Street 
by ladies of the Fort Indus¬ 
try Chapter of the Daugh¬ 
ters of the American Revo¬ 
lution, seemingly wearing 
their tribal head-dresses for 
the occasion. Constance 
Winchester is the lady at 
the far left. The fort, most likely built by the Erie Indians, was destroyed by 
the Algonquin tribes that moved westward across Ohio in the mid-1600s. 



Indian Fort Marker, Miami Street, 1991. After 50 years, as seen here, the stone marker had 
become dwarfed by the huge grain elevators along Miami Street. The fort originally stood on a bluff 
above a bend in the river and had ditches around four-foot high earthworks. Any remains of the fort 
were plowed underground by pioneer farmers in the 1800s, and even the early Fort Street has had its 
name changed to Hathaway. 
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Earliest View of the East Side Riverfront, 1866. The first low wooden Cherry Street Bridge, a toll 
bridge that was soon replaced, had just been built the year before in 1865. Notice the water came all the way 
up to Front Street, and a hill stood at the foot of the bridge where Main Street now crosses. A large sawmill and 
other early commercial buildings are seen on the left at the end of Euclid Avenue (then called Cherry Street), 
which was the East Side’s first business district. The height of the hill in the center of this drawing, where what 
appear to be sheep grazing, has no doubt been exaggerated. 



Aerial View of the East Side Riverfront, about 1870. Commercial buildings stand at the right where First 
Street crosses Oak to become the River Road (now Miami Street). The old mansions of Daniel and Stillman Brown, 
the cousins who owned the stockyards where the Weiler Homes now stand, are seen at the far left. Today, the Hi-Level 
Bridge soars above where Woodville Road used to extend all the way to the river. The steeple of the old Second Bap¬ 
tist Church, built in 1864, appears at the bottom of this picture at the comer of Fourth and Steadman (then Elm Street) 
where stone row houses now stand. Also can be seen wooden school buildings where Franklin Elementary, the first 
brick school on the East Side, would be built (see inset). 
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Peter Navarre Cabin, Navarre Park, February 28, 1926. Ruby Hammond stands at the right with 
her mother in this earliest known photograph of the Navarre cabin in Navarre Park. It was originally built for 
the old War of 1812 scout by his son Peter, probably in the late 1860s, and was located on the Enos Momenee 
farm out Corduroy Road. In 1922, it was brought to the park named for Peter Navarre as part of a celebration of 
his important missions for General Harrison during the war that opened the Northwest Territories for American 
settlement. The cabin stood on a hill near Navarre Avenue southwest of where the tennis courts are now located. 
Photo a gift of Nelle Larson. 



Navarre Cabin, 

Navarre Park, 1948. 

Though a fence was built around it in 1934, 
by the late 1940s the cabin was overgrown 
and vandalized. A decision was made in 
1957 to move it to the Zoo where it stood 
just outside the amphitheater, and then in 
1976 it was moved again to Toledo Botani¬ 
cal Gardens, its current location. The re¬ 
stored cabin is now in good condition, but 
the carved initials of long-ago lovers can 
still be seen in its old logs. 


30 





EAST of the MAUMEE RIVER 



Alexis Navarre Home, Otter Creek Road, C. 1880s. This frame farmhouse replaced an earlier log cabin 
on Otter Creek Road where the BP Refinery now covers much of the original Navarre Tract. Alexis was one of the 
five Navarre brothers who settled along the Bay Shore in 1807, and his wife, Mary Ann, was still alive at the time of 
this photo. Their daughter Elizabeth, second from the left, married Cad Williams, third from right, who fought in the 
Civil War. The house was later moved to Bay Shore Road. 


Navarre House, 
Bay Shore Road, 
2009. 

This house, with the 
pointed entryway add¬ 
ed, is almost certainly 
the old Alexis Navarre 
homestead moved from 
Otter Creek Road. It 
stands today on the 
south side of Bay Shore 
just west of the Wynn 
Road intersection. 
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Johlin Cabin, Being Moved 
to Pearson Park North, 
2006. 

Generously donated by the Fred¬ 
erick Johlin family to Metroparks, 
the old cabin was moved to the 
recently acquired north section 
of Pearson Park at a cost of about 
$90,000, just in time for the city 
of Oregon’s 50th anniversary cel¬ 
ebration. The cabin, which stands 
near the southwest comer of Sea¬ 
man and Wynn roads, has already 
become the centerpiece for Pearson 
North’s historical and educational 
programs. 


Johlin Cabin, Southwest Corner, 3825 Corduroy Road, June 2006. Frederick Johlin 
came to Oregon Township in 1847, followed by his son Jacob in 1867. According to Josephine Fassett, 
this cabin was built in the 1860s on 80 acres purchased on Corduroy Road about that time. It was later 
enlarged and covered over with shingles. A crude wine press behind the cabin was the beginning of the 
Johlin Winery. About 1870, the family built the large brick home still standing at 3935 Corduroy Road 
on their land just east of the cabin. Rich and Lovie Johlin were well-known members of the community, 
and Rich’s sister Betty McGlenn was one of the last descendants to live in the cabin. 
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Bay Shore House, Corner of Wynn and 
Bay Shore Road, 1870s. 

The occasion is not known, but formal attire ap¬ 
pears to be required for this early gathering at the 
Bay Shore House, in one of the oldest known pho¬ 
tographs taken in Oregon. The building was owned 
by W. A. Newman as early as the 1860s, and it be¬ 
came a meeting place, as evident from this picture, 
for the Bay Shore community. The young boys 
standing on chairs were Frank and Euclid Eteau, 
with their father John Eteau in between. Notice the 
two women in the second story window. 


Thauvette Blacksmith Building, 2200 
Block of Woodville Road, about 1903. 

The two blacksmiths pose, rather menacingly, in 
front of Thauvette’s Horse Shoeing and General Re¬ 
pair Shop in this early photo. Like the Bay Shore 
House above, this old building was made of verti¬ 
cal boards and had a squared-off false front above 
the roofline. It stood two doors from the northwest 
comer of Drouillard and Woodville Road, next to 
the Drouillard family’s grocery business. By 1932, 
the building was replaced by a brick structure that 
housed Hogan’s Market. 
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Louis Bihl Farm, Navarre Avenue, about 1905. Members of the Bihl family, along with friends and work¬ 
ers, pose in front of their threshing machinery, driven by Jim Coy, in this vintage photograph. Louis Bihl, who also 
owned a saloon and feed store at 416-420 Main Street (then called Bridge Street) in the 1880s and 1890s, is pictured 
at the left. The old farm buildings, which stood across from Gordon Foods near Wal-Mart, were burned by the Oregon 
Fire Department as a practice drill to make way for commercial development. 


Joseph Bihl House, 
455 St. Louis Street, 
about 1915. 

The original Bihl farm of pio¬ 
neer settler Thebaut Bihl was 
located out Woodville Road 
where 1-280 now goes through. 
Bihl, Mary, and Lester avenues 
in that area are named for Bihl 
family members. Another son, 
Joseph Bihl, built this classic 
Queen Anne house on the north¬ 
east comer of St. Louis and 
Greenwood in 1902. His wife 
Mary is on the front porch, and 
his daughter Florence is stand¬ 
ing on the steps. The house re¬ 
mained in the Bihl family until 
1991, and recently has been the 
beautifully maintained home of 
Gail Wahl and Rick Flores. 
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Metzger’s Corners, Southwest Corner of Navarre and Wheeling, 1960. 

The landmark old store with its pyramid roof topped by a distinctive Gothic cupola 
stood at the comer of Navarre and Wheeling for nearly 100 years, giving the intersection its 
former name. Built in 1870, the store was taken over a year later by Victor Metzger, who 
with his wife Mary ran the business for the rest of his life, serving the pioneer families of 
Oregon Township. Later, after the death of both Metzgers, the old building sat vacant for 
decades, and was ready to be tom down by the time of this photograph. 


Metzger’s Corners, early 1960s. 

By 1960, as Oregon had grown into a city, 
Ohio Citizens Bank gave the old build¬ 
ing a brief reprieve by remodeling it into 
a branch office. However, this new life 
pictured here was short lived, as the bank 
needed a much larger space to accom¬ 
modate its fast-growing business. Jose¬ 
phine Fassett led an effort to move the old 
building and make it the home of the Or- 
egon-Jemsalem Historical Society. When 
enough money could not be raised, the 
Historical Society relocated to the 1882 
Brandville School on Grasser Street, and 
Metzger’s store was tom down in 1965 for 
a new bank building, which has since been r ^ 
replaced by a Walgreen Drugstore. It took 
ten minutes to demolish the nearly centu¬ 
ry-old landmark. 
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Smith Brothers Delivery Horse and Wagon, 1890s. In 1889, Edward Joseph Smith and 
his brother Fred borrowed $500 to open a grocery store at 1004 Starr Avenue near the southeast comer 
of East Broadway, also purchasing a horse and wagon. They were able to pay back the loan in six 
months, and by 1892 built a new store at 918 Starr Avenue. E. J. Smith soon took over full operation 
of the business, built a large brick store building in 1925 on the same site, and continued to run the 
store until his death in 1959. Family members kept E. J. Smith’s Grocery in business until 1980. This 
vintage photograph shows that early horse and delivery wagon soon after the store moved to 918 Starr 
in 1892. An old house still standing on East Broadway appears to be the one seen above the horse, 
indicating this picture was probably taken at the comer of Starr and East Broadway. 

Gift of Eleanor Cook Horan. 


Wolf Hardware, 
Northeast Corner of 
First and Main, early 
1920s. 

Martin Wolf opened his busi¬ 
ness in the Montville Block 
on Main Street about 1900. 
The decorated shiny new car 
in the foreground suggests 
some celebration was taking 
place. Across Main Street to 
the right is the Torrence Block, 
a building that still stands on 
the southeast comer of First 
Street. The other half of the 
Montville Block was occupied 
by Barrett’s Shoe Store, which 
remained in business until the 
building was destroyed by a 
fire in 1976. 
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Dunn Hotel, Northwest Corner of Front & Lucas, Curtice, Ohio, 1907. 

Seen here is another early business east of the river located in Curtice. It is known that Charles 
Frank Dunn purchased the building about this time and operated a tavern there under the names 
of the Portales and the Cornerstone. Mr. Dunn also encouraged the Toledo, Port Clinton and 
Marblehead Interurban Company to establish a route through Curtice by donating property for 
a station in 1902. Notice the buggies and windmill at the far right. The old building looks 
much the same today. 


Curtice, Ohio, 1920s. 

Taken from near Wildacre Road, looking 
northwest, this photo shows the Wheeling 
and Lake Erie Railroad running next to the 
old grain elevator in Curtice. The houses 
and commercial buildings in the back¬ 
ground are on Front Street. 



37 















EAST of the MAUMEE RIVER 


Case Bridge, Bay Shore 
Road, Looking Southwest, 
probably 1890s. 

Named after Edwin Case, a promi¬ 
nent resident of the Bay Shore area, 
the wooden bridge spanned Otter 
Creek just before it emptied into 
Maumee Bay. Early Toledo photog¬ 
rapher Cleo Keller, who lived on Bay 
Shore Road, took many pictures of 
the area, including two of the Case 
Bridge. This photo is the rarer of 
the two, and looks southwest to the 
beginning of the old River Road that 
paralleled the Maumee River, follow¬ 
ing an early Indian trail that once ran 
between Perrysburg and Presque Isle 
on Maumee Bay. 




Spanish-American War Encampment, Bay Shore Road, about 1898. Several of these encampments 
were established around Northwest Ohio as the country enlisted soldiers to fight in the Spanish-American War, which 
began in 1898. This rare photograph along Bay Shore Road was also probably taken by Cleo Keller. 
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Chapter Three 
G& 

Cross Roads and Ghost-Towns 

Early Communities 


Y^ast of the river there were several localized communities or crossroad gatherings of homes and businesses that 
formed near railroads or large factories in the late 1800s and early 1900s. As times changed, many of these were re¬ 
duced to a few old buildings or disappeared completely. Yet it is interesting to remember when some of these small 
communities played an important role in the lives of their inhabitants, as will be shown in the photographs collected 
in this chapter. 

Perhaps the largest of these early communities that are now gone is the Ironville neighborhood out Front Street 
beyond Birmingham. It developed in the 1860s when the Manhattan Iron Company built a large furnace nearby for 
smelting iron ore, employing 150 people. Ironville would last for a century, a close-knit community with churches 
and schools, until the 1960s when it was destroyed for urban development which has never happened. There is still 
resentment among the families that lived and worked there for generations. 

Momeneetown is another small crossroads community that grew into a few businesses and houses out Corduroy 
Road near Big Ditch Road in the early 1870s. Enos Momenee, a friend of Peter Navarre, operated a country store at 
that intersection for many years. Booth, Ohio, is another “ghost town” that developed later around an early general 
store on Route 2. 

Similarly, Blackberry Comers was a small settlement formed around the intersection of Elliston and Williston (S.R. 
579) roads in the early 1900s. Nearby residents still refer to that name. Another ghost town is Yondota, which was 
located on Route 2 at Yondota Road and had a U.S. Post Office from 1895 to 1906. It once had two sawmills operated 
by Martin Witty, a general store, blacksmith shop, tavern, and a handful of homes. Today there is only a farm on the 
southwest comer of the crossroads. Other small settlements have survived to become recognized communities today, 
such as Shepardsville (now Bono), Reno Beach, and Harbor View. Some of these early settlements and old ghost 
towns are recalled in the photographs of this chapter. 
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Ironville: 1864-1964 

Ironville was centered around the intersection of Front Street and Millard Avenue, and was a thriving community 
that spanned a whole century east of the river. The Manhattan Iron Company, the first large employer that led to the 
development of Ironville, operated for only twelve years, but the neighborhood continued to expand and prosper, and 
in 1872 was annexed into the city of Toledo. 

By 1900, Ironville had grown to have eighteen streets, even though it was surrounded on three sides by industry. 
During its heyday it was home to two churches, a public school, a barbershop, a gas station, a restaurant, a bank, two 
grocery stores, five taverns, and one operating oil well. From 1930 to 1964, Ironville occupied 72 acres and contained 
222 structures, 210 residential and 12 public buildings. 

By 1960, doom was in the air, as city fathers announced an urban renewal project earmarked for the Ironville area, 
targeted for industrial development related to the Port of Toledo’s new Overseas Terminal. The project officially got 
off the ground in 1962, and two years later the first pieces of property were purchased and demolished. In all, 189 
families were forced to relocate for future industry and jobs, but the destruction of the community resulted only in 
fields of weeds and broken promises. By late 1964, almost all evidence of residential and business life had completely 
disappeared, and Ironville became the ghost town it still is today. 



Old Ironville School, Northeast Corner of Millard & Tiffin Avenue, 1884. 

One of the oldest Ironville photos, taken from Millard Avenue, shows the original schoolhouse, first 
called Rogers School and later named Irving School, which was in use from 1873 to 1900 when the new 
Irving School was built. Oregon Township students living along Otter Creek and Cedar Point roads were 
allowed to attend school in Ironville. 
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Anthony and Pearl Traufler, Ironville, about 1905. The Traufler family owned 
a basket factory at 134 Lee Street near Front Street in Ironville. Anthony Traufler poses here 
with his daughter Pearl next to some large logs delivered by the Bingham Cartage Company 
to be used in the making of baskets. Anthony doesn’t look too happy about the work in store, 
and perhaps may need a larger axe. 



Pearl Traufler, Ironville, about 1905. The Traufler Basket Company made baskets 
of all kinds and sizes, from delivery baskets to fruit baskets, and occasionally some very large 
baskets. The family was not without a sense of humor, as Pearl stands inside one of the larger 
varieties, demonstrating the size of basket the company could make. The site of the old factory 
is now occupied by the George Gradel Company at Front and Lee Street. 
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Miller Coal Company Delivery Wagon, Millard Avenue, Ironville, about 1915. 

The George Miller Coal Company was located near the Toledo Terminal Railroad tracks on Mil¬ 
lard Avenue in the early 1900s. A fine pair of horses is ready to pull the old wagon along the brick 
street. The Miller family also owned the land on Millard where the Klondike oil well was drilled 
in 1897, which became the largest gusher on the East Side and pumped oil for over seventy years. 



Ironville School, Tiffin & Millard Avenues, about 1925. This view from Tiffin 
Avenue shows children in the side yard of the second Irving School (1900 to 1964), named for 
Washington Irving, practicing for a party or play. The costumes and umbrella fans look oriental, 
and the children are all kneeling in unison. 
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Paul Tiedjen’s Sohio Station, Ironville, about 1938. This vintage old station was at 3006 
Front Street at the corner of Clarence Avenue, and Mr. Tiedjen is seen here posing proudly in front of 
it. The station was built about 1927 and operated by L. N. Jones, until taken over by Mr. Tiedjen in the 
early 1930s. It lasted until the Ironville neighborhood was razed in 1964. Notice the three old glass 
tube gas pumps in front. 



Ironville Children, Clarence Avenue looking Southwest across Front Street, c. 1960. 

Four young children smile for the camera in this photograph taken during the last years of Ironville. The girls at 
each end seem to be holding long balloons. In the background are the offices of the Gulf Oil Refinery. 
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Frigid Fleet Ice 
Cream, Ironville, 
about 1962. 

The ice cream cart, owned 
by Frigid Foods of Mor¬ 
ris Street, has been peddled 
about five miles to this lo¬ 
cation in the 3000 block of 
Front Street near Millard 
Avenue. As always, an ice 
cream cart with its bells ring¬ 
ing attracted kids, and also a 
dog waiting patiently behind. 
This view looks northwest 
toward the large Unitcast 
plant at Front and Millard, 
which closed in 1962, but re¬ 
mains about the only build¬ 
ing from Ironville left stand¬ 
ing today. 




Unitcast Building, Ironville, Looking Northwest, 1964. One of the last photographs 
taken while the Ironville community still existed, this view from Front and Trudeau again shows the 
Unitcast factory at the left. The building at the end of Front Street at Millard, also seen in the photo 
above, and the building at the right were both taverns. Streets were often named for pioneer settlers 
in the area, as the street in the foreground honors Trudeau family members, who were among the 
first to locate in the Ironville neighborhood. 
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Booth 

Two signs on Jerusalem Road (State Route 2) facing in opposite directions about two city blocks apart once 
marked the town of Booth, an eye-blinking ride through an area that at one time promised to be more than it 
would become. Once documented on Lucas County maps, Booth had its beginnings in 1904 when the Toledo, 
Port Clinton & Lakeside Interurban Railway went into operation, and their tracks paralleled the Wheeling main¬ 
line until 1958. Businesses often sprang up at an interurban stop on a main road. It is uncertain where Booth 
got its name, but it soon had a general store, a tavern, Nissen Coal, Benny’s Garage, and the Berger Cider Mill, 
along with a few houses along Route 2. There was also a baseball team called the Booth Red Sox. 

By the 1930s, an earlier coal company became Gladieux Coal, and the general store was called Phillips Gro¬ 
cery, later known as the Oregon Farm Market. When Oregon Township incorporated as a municipality in 1957, 
Booth lost its separate identity. By the 1990s, Gladieux Lumber had moved into a larger new building nearby, 
and then an overpass was built on Route 2 above the railroad tracks, finally turning the little crossroads com¬ 
munity into a forgotten ghost town. 



Electric Car Crossing Jerusalem Road at Booth, 1940s. The view in this photo looks southeast down 
the tracks toward the Nissen Coal Company, and down Jerusalem Road to the left toward Big Ditch (Stadium) Road. 
Notice the Wheeling mainline tracks behind the electric car. 
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Jacobs Store, Booth, about 1920. This little store was an early building in Booth, judging by the 
clothing of the customers leaving with their goods. The store sold “Groceries and Notions,” as well as 
Page’s Ice Cream. 



Gas Station, Booth, about 1930. This old station was probably owned by Hershel Jacobs 
(standing at the hand pump) and James Jacobs. They also sold tires and tubes. The sign at the left is 
not sure of the “Wether,” and also asks: “Know Any News?” Gas cost 19 cents. 
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General Store, Route 2 in Booth, 1932. A variety of items were sold at the large general store 
that stood near the railroad tracks in Booth. Notice the vintage automobile at the left and the old gas 
pumps behind the three gentleman in front of the store, who do not appear to be too welcoming. Page’s 
Ice Cream is again prominently advertised. 


Phillips Cut-Rate 
Market, Booth, late 
1930s. 

A Gladieux Coal Company 
employee takes a break 
on the running board of 
his truck (well deserved 
if he unloaded the pile at 
the right) in this photo of 
the old general store, now 
known as Phillips Cut-Rate 
Market. Ice Cream was 25 
cents a quart and Pepsi was 
5 cents a bottle. The store 
later became the Oregon 
Farm Market and burned 
down about 1960. 
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Momeneetown 

Momeneetown, sometimes spelled “Mominee,” was once a crossroads community and gathering place centered 
around Enos Momenee’s general store on the northeast comer of Stadium (Big Ditch) and Corduroy Road. Originally, 
the area was called “DeBolt’s Corners,” after early settler Michael DeBolt. Enos Momenee, at the age of only 
twenty-one, opened his first wooden store there on November 1, 1871, after buying out the stock of Richard 
Eck’s nearby store on Corduroy Road. The following year he married Elizabeth McTague. It is said that one of 
his first customers was Peter Navarre, whose son had built the old scout a cabin close by on land given to him 
by Mr. Momenee. 

The general store prospered, and the old wood stove inside became the place where settlers gathered to tell stories 
and also buy Mr. Momenee’s goods. Later, a larger brick building replaced the old wooden store, and other businesses 
and houses sprang up in the area that soon came to be called Momeneetown. In its prime, the little community had a 
blacksmith shop, an ever-present tavern, and several other businesses and dwellings. The old DeBolt schoolhouse was 
located nearby, and in 1884 Mr. Momenee donated land for the first St. Ignatius Church. 

Elizabeth Momenee died in 1919, and ten years later Enos Momenee passed away. Their sons Edward and Roma 
carried on the business until the early 1950s, but then the old store stood vacant and finally burned down in 1961. 
The Last Chance Hotel building across the street burned in 2000. Today there is a carryout on the northwest comer 
of Corduroy and Stadium, but nothing on the northeast comer where the general store was located, the center of the 
once-thriving pioneer gathering place of Momeneetown. 



First Enos Momenee Store, Corduroy & Stadium Road, built 1871. Peter Navarre is said to have 
visited Mr. Momenee’s old store at DeBolt’s Comers, which led to the development of Momeneetown. 
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Enos Momenee’s General Store, Northeast Corner of Stadium & Corduroy, c. 1910. 

This second, large brick store, along with the house next door and outbuildings behind, shows the pros¬ 
perity of Momeneetown in the early 1900s. Big Ditch (Stadium) Road runs to the left, and Corduroy 
Road runs east to the right. Standing in front of the store, left to right, are Adam Shelles, Enos Momenee, 
Edward Momenee, and John Tierney. 



Momenee 
General Store, 
1920s. 

The automobiles of 
customers are lined up 
in front of Enos Mome¬ 
nee’s store, including a 
truck with some long 
boards sticking out 
the back. Note the 
old wooden footbridge 
over the “Big Ditch” 
across Stadium Road. 
The concrete at the 
lower right was part of 
a cistern used for fire 
fighting. 
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Momeneetown School, 
Corduroy Road, 
about 1920. 

Children pose outside in the 
snow in front of the old Mome¬ 
neetown School (formerly De- 
Bolt School) on a cold winter 
day. None of the children seem 
to be wearing any heavy coats 
to protect them from the wind 
coming across the open fields. 
The school was located on Cor¬ 
duroy Road about a quarter mile 
east of Stadium Road. 




Children of Momeneetown School, November 13, 1923. These young people smile into the camera 
nearly ninety years ago in front of the old Momeneetown School, capturing a moment in their daily lives in that part of 
Oregon Township. Three years later, the old school was closed when Clay Elementary was built. St. Ignatius Catholic 
Parish also had a school serving the Momeneetown area at the time. 
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The Last Chance Hotel, 
Southwest Corner of Cordu¬ 
roy & Stadium, about 1910. 


The Last Chance Saloon, Corduroy & Stadium, 1920s. Changed from a hotel to a 
saloon, the old building now has a front porch and a Red Crown gas pump. Enos Momenee’s store 
can be seen in the background. Standing on the porch are, left to right, Ed Jacobs, Jim Jacobs, 
Ruth Jacobs Zunk, and Bill Jacobs (see pages 48-49). The dog appears to be happy not having to 
pull a wagon. 



This old building originally stood 
on a log foundation on Cedar Point 
Road before being moved diagonally 
across from the Enos Momenee store. 
Through the years, it was variously 
known as Wilson’s, the Oregon Nite 
Club, the Last Chance Saloon, and 
Harvey’s. Notice the boy in the wagon 
hitched to two dogs in double harness. 


The Last Chance Is Lost. Fire destroys 
Harvey’s “Cardboard Palace,” 2000. 
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Brandville 

Brandville was another early community that never developed quite the way it was envisioned. Henry Brand platted 
the proposed neighborhood, perhaps with the intention that it would become a village on land he owned west of what 
is now Wheeling between the main roads of Navarre and Pickle. 


Mr. Brand, along with Joseph Grasser, owned the Grasser & Brand Brewery, which was on St. Clair Street near 
the end of Clayton, where the old brick building, vacant for decades, still stands. The business was later sold to the 
larger Huebner Brewery. The plat for Brandville appears on the 1875 map of Oregon Township recorded in the of¬ 
ficial History of Lucas County volume. Mr. Brand, whose 
farmhouse stood on Brand Street near the comer of what 


became Patchen Street, died in 1879, but as the township 
grew, his early plat was eventually settled. 

Oddly, as the area became populated, the north-south 
streets were developed, but the east-west streets were nev¬ 
er vacated, and their names have disappeared to history. 
In fact, the only street name to survive is Grasser Street, 
chosen to honor Mr. Brand’s partner Joseph Grasser, who 
never lived on the East Side. It is also unusual that what 
was already Navarre Avenue is called Jacobi Street by Mr. 
Brand, and that Metzger’s store does not appear on the 
comer of “Hess” Street, unless the plat was drawn even 
before 1870. Church Street, now called Ansonia, was 
probably named for First St. Mark’s Church, which dates 
back to the 1860s. As late as 1894, Pickle Road was still 
called Brand Street, but now the only remembrance of 
Henry Brand is the name of Brandville School, built in 
1882, and today the home of the Oregon-Jerusalem His¬ 
torical Society. 


Plat of Brandville, History 
of Lucas County, 1875. 
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Brandville School, 

Grasser Street near 
Pickle Road, Looking 
Northeast, c. 1900. 

The sturdy two-story brick 
Brandville School was one 
of the largest early school- 
houses in Oregon Town¬ 
ship. Built in 1882, it 
served as a school for over 
forty years until Oregon 
consolidated all its small 
schools and built the first 
Coy Elementary nearby 
on the southeast comer of 
Wheeling and Pickle Road 
in 1926. The old building 
stood empty for decades 
until taken over by the Or- 
egon-Jerusalem Historical 

Society. The Society has added other buildings on the grounds, including a restored portable school, and now houses 
all the Civil War memorabilia from the Toledo area in its large military collection. Next door to the left is an early 
view of First St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, still going strong today. 




Children at Brandville School, 1902. These fresh faces represent so many of the early families that lived 
near the Brandville area of Oregon Township. 
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Sanguishine 

Sanguishine, said to be an Indian word meaning “rest,” was a small enclave between Bay Shore Road and Lake Erie 
purchased in the 1910s by Dr. Frederick Garand and his wife Desney, along with their relatives, Samuel and Anna 
Trudeau, as a summer getaway. The land was divided into about a dozen lots on Lakeview Avenue, which runs north 
off Bay Shore Road just east of the end of Stadium Road. Dr. Garand was a long-time Toledo councilman, who appar¬ 
ently had enough clout to get the city to extend a water line nearly five miles out to Bay Shore and Stadium to supply 
his private subdivision. 



Garand House, 
Northeast Corner of Bay 
Shore Road & Lakeview 
Avenue, 2011. 

Most likely the first house built 
in Sanguishine, Dr. and Mrs. 
Garand’s sturdy yellow brick 
home is still well preserved 
with all its charming 1910s 
Craftsman-style details. 


Most of the building lots were sold to friends or members of the Garand and Trudeau families, who retained first 
options to buy back the properties if sold. Only personal residences could be built on the lots, and they could not cost 
less than $1,200. Also, alcohol could not be manufactured or sold on the premises. Sanguishine never expanded or 

incorporated as a village, and the name seems to have disap¬ 
peared when the Garand and Trudeau families left the area 
in the 1970s, but the little neighborhood remains a restful 
residential subdivision today. 


Genevieve & Gladys Trudeau with 
Otto Beaudry Swimming in Maumee Bay 
behind the Trudeau Cottage, 1915. 
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Harbor View 

Harbor View, once part of Oregon Township, is now a village within a city. Located on Bay Shore Road, the 
self-governing little community is surrounded on three sides by the City of Oregon and on the north side by 
Maumee Bay. Harbor View was incorporated as a village in 1921, as a stipulation to accept the donation of land 
made by the Case family. 

Consisting of several streets running north from Bay Shore Road between the Port Authority Docks and the 
Edison power plant, Harbor View has its own mayor and governing body, yet is also provided some services by 
Oregon. It has not expanded over the years, but is an example of a small community that has retained its indi¬ 
vidual independence. 



Entrance to Harbor View, Looking North, January 2012. Seen here is one of the stone gates wel¬ 
coming the visitor to the Village of Harbor View. The road at the right divides into Harbor View East and West, 
streets that run back to the marina on Maumee Bay. 
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Yondota 

The name Yondota, which perhaps has Indian origins, appears on some of the earliest maps designating a large 
portion of East Toledo. A Yondota Street still runs parallel to the Maumee River a couple blocks from the East Side 
shoreline. Much further east, another Yondota was a crossroads community that has now become a ghost town. 

Yondota Road still bears the name of the little settlement that stood at the comer of Jerusalem Road (State Route 2) 
over 100 years ago. From 1895-1906, it was an official U. S. Post Office, and also had a general store, blacksmith 
shop, an onion storage business, the proverbial tavern, and a handful of houses. Most of the settlement was along 
Jerusalem Road, and much of the land owned by Martin Witty. There were also two sawmills moved to Yondota from 
Ward’s shipyards, one for cutting wood for home shingles, and one for making shipping barrels. 

By 1915, however, the little community was rapidly disappearing. It has tmly become a ghost town, and today there 
is only one farm on the southwest comer of Route 2 and Yondota Road. 



Site of Yondota, Looking Southwest, January 2012. This well-kept farm is all that remains at the 
intersection of Jerusalem (Route 2) and Yondota Road. No one would guess that there was once a thriving little 
crossroads community located here a hundred years ago. 
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Chapter Four 

Go East, Young Man 


People & Events 


Siders are gregarious people, often seen together in groups, perhaps celebrating a community event. Some¬ 
times they appear in photos with co-workers, or with classmates, or on sports teams, and on other occasions they can 
be found together simply going about their business or shopping on Main Street. Fashions can change and locations 
can change, but people and their community interests and celebrations remain much the same. 

The pictures preserved in this chapter represent a cross-section of East Side people participating in various activities 
over the years. These gatherings record entertainment events, athletic teams, industrial jobs, community milestones, 
and other happenings through the generations of folks who have lived east of the Maumee. 



Party Time! 640 Parker Avenue, early 1900s. It’s not certain whether these ladies are 
supposed to be witches or dunces, or just partygoers, as they gather at the Torrence home on Parker 
Avenue. They do manage to wear their hats with some East Side dignity. 
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East Side Children 
Nearly a Century Ago. 

(Left): Iva Lehman Fox 
and Ada Lehman Ersham 
(holding a kitten) are stand¬ 
ing behind their parents’ 
store at 2012 Starr Avenue 
in 1913, with Mom watch¬ 
ing from the doorway. 
Lehman Brothers store 
was a successful business 
for thirty years in the early 
1900s. Later, the building 
was home to Baumgartner- 
Singlar East Side Plumbing. 

(Right): This “cutie” is Do¬ 
ris Cummins with her dolly, 
who is sitting on the bricks 
that will soon be used to 
pave the 2000 block of Ne¬ 
vada Street in 1919. Those 
bricks are probably still un¬ 
der the newer pavement. 



Bushels of Peaches, Bay Shore Road, about 1915. Arthur Fox stands in front of an old de¬ 
livery wagon loaded with peaches from the George Fox peach farm on Bay Shore Road. Toledo Edison 
purchased the farm in 1950 to build its large Bay Shore power plant. Notice the old bicycle at the left. 
Photo courtesy of Jim & Joanne Fox. 
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Wagon Ride, Oregon Township, 1915. Two fine horses appear to have their work cut out, pulling fifteen 
people in this old wagon that belonged to the Hecklinger family. The people are all dressed up, but it is not clear if 
they are going to church or some festive occasion. Note the young boy on the back of the wagon. 



Let’s Ride. Bay Shore Road, about 1915. These young men and boys are wearing the finest attire of nearly 
100 years ago, hats and all, for a bicycle excursion in the country. Left to right, they are: George Fox, unknown, Walter 
Keister, and Ray LaBounty. Wynn Road is in the background. Photo courtesy of Jim & Joanne Fox. 
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Navarre and Keller Family Members, Bay Shore Road, 1890s. Cleo Keller, at the far left, 
was an early photographer who recorded the daily life and activities of the families living in the Bay 
Shore area in the late 1800s. This picture, taken probably in the parlor of the Keller home, shows the 
young people (the Navarres here were great-grandchildren of the first brothers who came in 1807) 
of the two families. Gabrielle Navarre, fourth from the left, taught at the old school on the corner of 
Consaul and Otter Creek Road. 


Croquet on 
the Lawn, Bay 
Shore Road, 
1890s. 

Gabrielle Navarre is 
at the left in this Cleo 
Keller photo. Cro¬ 
quet was a very popu¬ 
lar sport in the late 
1800s, because it was 
suitable for both men 
and women to play 
together. 
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Children at Arthur Phillips’ Sohio 
Station, Navarre & Lallendorf, 

1940s. 

Jim Crandall and Donna May Phillips, daugh¬ 
ter of the owner, cool off on a now classic 
Coca-Cola machine next to the gas 
pump of the service station. Phillips’ 
Sohio was located on the southeast cor¬ 
ner of Lallendorf and Navarre Avenue, 
across from Pearson Park (see page 149). 


Don’s Ice Cream Delivery 
Vehicle, about 1940. 

Don Chikadorff, the owner of Don’s Ice 
Cream Parlor at 1014 Starr Avenue, is 
seen here looking out the window of his 
delivery truck. His wife Vera is on the 
running board at the right. 
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Franklin School, First Grade Classes, Fourth Street, about 1905. These children 
pose on the steps of the old Franklin School, the first large brick school built in East Toledo in 1871. 
Especially interesting are the old shoes and the variety of hats and bonnets. Kenneth Pearson, son of 
George Pearson, sits second from the right in the front row. Next to him on the left with his feet out 
is William Van Gorder. Rollo Van Gorder was the principal of Franklin at the time, and another son 
Henry would also be principal of the school, together serving for a total of 64 years. 


East Side Central School, 
Kindergarten Class, 1957. 

Nothing illustrates better how times 
and fashions change than school 
class pictures. These children, in 
much more comfortable clothing, 
pose for their first school photo¬ 
graph during the last years of the 
old East Side Central School. In the 
first row, Beverly Weirich is at the 
far left, and Jenny Denman is second 
from the right. 
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Sacred Heart School, Sixth & Morrison, 1981. Balloons are rising as the children 
participate in a celebration on the playground behind Sacred Heart School. Built in 1889, it is 
the oldest school building still standing in East Toledo. The front facade was remodeled in 1954, 
but this back view shows the original 1880s Italianate-style of the building. A few years ago, the 
Catholic School was closed, and the building with its recent modem addition is now the L. Hol- 
lingworth charter school. 



Entrance to the New 
Garfield School, 

N. Ravine Parkway, 
September 2007. 

Wendy Kosztak’s class poses in 
front of the newly built school 
on N. Ravine Parkway across 
from the Waite football stadium 
to welcome their history speak¬ 
er for the day. The new school 
stands on the site, at a slightly 
different angle, of the original 
1915 Garfield School. As part 
of a district wide rebuilding 
program, all of the elementary 
schools in East Toledo have 
been replaced since 2003. 


63 







EAST of the MAUMEE RIVER 



Airplane Built by 
Boy Scouts, 1956. 

Shown here at a Scout 
Exposition at the Civic 
Auditorium, this authen¬ 
tic looking silver biplane 
with a top wingspan of 14 
feet was built by Irving 
School Boy Scout Troop 
15 out of aluminum and 
plywood, and featured fly¬ 
ing controls, lights, radio, 

altimeter, and tachometer. The equipment was workable and could contact the control tower at Wayne Airport in 
Detroit. Troop members and leaders, pictured left to right, are: Tom Ward, James Gears, Jake Smart, Glen Holmes, 
Scoutmaster George Krayniak, Sr., Christo Herrera, George Krayniak, Jr., and Harold Holmes. Inset shows plane in a 
field behind 3122 Tiffin Avenue in Ironville. Photos courtesy of Tom Ward. 



Civil Works Administration Workers, Otter Creek Road, January 18, 1934. These men, part of 
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s “New Deal” programs to build public works and hire unemployed men and women during the 
Great Depression, are working on the Otter Creek ditch when this photo was taken on a cold January day. Alphonse 
Mauter is at the far right holding a plaque. 
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Construction Workers, 1924. These men took time out to pose for this photograph while work¬ 
ing on an expansion of the Hecklinger greenhouses. Many of these workers were from the fast-growing 
Birmingham neighborhood nearby. 



Hecklinger Greenhouse, 
late 1960s. 

Dale, Bob, and Dan Hecklinger 
pose behind two unidentified 
workers in their massive East 
Toledo greenhouse in this late 
1960s photo. 
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C & O Dock Crew, Presque Isle Coal Facility on Maumee Bay, July 10, 1959. Top row: 
Ron Dart, James Atanasoff, Casimier Szych, Austin Booth, Carl Meranda, George Nauman, and George Witko. 
Bottom row: Mr. Lindel, Butch Kinner, Ed Jackson, Irving Sandwich, and Barney Bishop. 


Sons of Pure Oil 
Workers, Pure Oil 
Refinery, 1958. 

Proudly wearing their T-shirts, 
these youngsters pose at the 
Pure Oil Refinery on Boys’ Day 
in this 1958 photo. Author Ron 
Mauter is in the front row at 
the far left. The refinery closed 
about 1970. 
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B. R. Baker Contest Winners, Sports Arena, 1950s. All these young people crowded in the 
lobby of the Sports Arena were Pie-Eaters Point Winners, which obviously included admission to events 
at the Arena. The B. R. Baker clothing store, which began in East Toledo in 1886, sponsored the contest. 
Photo courtesy of Fred Folger. 



Clay High School Cooks, 1951. Ready to feed some pie-eaters, these cheerful cooks prepare to 
serve lunch to students at the old Clay High School Annex. Left to right, they are Mrs. McCormick, Mil¬ 
dred Henningsen, Margaret Pyle, Lucille Morse, Ruth Zunk, and Amelia Fangman. 
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St. Ignatius Catholic Church Women’s Group, Stadium Road, about 1920. 

The women’s group of St. Ignatius, along with one little boy front and center, stand in front 
of the second church, built in 1915 after the 1883 church burned. A few years later, in 1926, this 
church also was destroyed by fire, and the current church was built on Stadium Road. 



Hostess Bakery Outing, August 7, 1932. The many employees and families of the Hostess 
Bakery, also known as the Continental Baking Company, are all dressed for a recreational outing. The 
Hostess building, which now houses the Unison Mental Health Center, is on the northwest comer of 
Starr Avenue and Raymer Boulevard, and this photo was taken on the Starr Avenue side. 
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East Toledo 
Family Center 
Dedication, 
September 1971. 

Started as a mission 
in 1901, this beautiful 
new building (see page 
178) of the Family Cen¬ 
ter at Varland and East 
Broadway replaced 
the original Neighbor¬ 
hood House on Vinal 
Street, and was named 
for long-time director 
Warren Densmore. The 
Family Center, now 
with several new addi¬ 



tions, has grown under 
the leadership of Tim Yenrick and current director Kim Partin to offer 
dozens of programs for people of all ages in the East Side community. 



Waite Students Prepare Christmas Baskets, 1975. The Waite Field House is crowded with baskets of 
food and toys that students are preparing to deliver to East Side residents. 
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Santa Arrives in East 
Toledo, Main Street, 
1970s. 


Where better for Santa to 
arrive, with many excited 
children to greet him, than 
at Murphy’s Department 
Store in the Weber Block 
on the northeast comer of 
Front and Main? Murphy’s 
was an anchor store on 
Main Street from the early 
1950s until 1978. Michael’s 
Catering and other shops, 
along with the East Toledo 
Historical Society museum 
cases, now occupy the first 
floor of the building. 






Christmas Parade, Main and Fourth Street, about 1970. The parade, along with a much smaller Santa, 
marches west on Main across Fourth Street in this Christmas photo. The Masonic Temple, built in 1913, is in the 
center of the picture, and the Heck Printing building is at the right. 
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Bargains Galore on Main Street, early 1970s. In its heyday, Main Street merchants sponsored Sidewalk 
Sales where customers like these could browse for bargains. In the background from right to left is Stoll’s Rexall Drug 
Store in the Arlington Hotel, the Sunoco Station across Second Street, Toyland, Barrett’s Shoe Store in the Montville 
Block, the Penney’s building across First Street, and the Weber Block in the distance at the comer of Front Street. The 
Montville Block burned in 1976 (see page 174), and the Arlington was tom down for the Food Town Plaza a couple 
years later. 



Tricycle Races, Main Street, about 1970. This sharp photo looks east on Main across Fourth Street. At the 
right is the Toledo Trust bank branch with the Gross Automotive sign on the building, which was formerly Western 
Auto and is now Reddish Contact Sports. A building now gone that held several auto dealerships is at the far left with 
the Masonic behind it. Children at the right are wondering how the gentleman next to them is going to get on his tricycle. 
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Christmas Parade, Northwest Corner of Main and Fourth Street, early 1970s. A 

Corvette crosses Fourth Street in another Christmas Parade photo. The comer building was occupied 
by Brown Pontiac at this time, and Kelsey’s Bar can be seen down the street. Soon all these buildings 
between Fourth and Second Street would be razed for the new business plaza developed by River East. 



Finishing Touches on the River East Plaza, late 1970s. This view looks from near Sec¬ 
ond Street toward the Masonic Temple at the right across Fourth Street. The new River East Plaza 
would be occupied by a Food Town store and Lane’s Dmgs, and there would be abundant parking 
all around. Today the Food Center is the main tenant after the closing of Toledo’s Food Town stores. 
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Flag Raising at Main 
and Starr. 

With salutes and hands over 
hearts, East Siders watch Harold 
Surprise raise the flag, probably 
on Memorial Day, on the traffic 
island on the corner of Starr and 
Main. Mr. Surprise, a long-time 
community civic leader, owned 
Anchor Printing, which was in 
the Wetli Building in the back¬ 
ground. 



One More Community Parade, Oak and Navarre, 1999. Linked trunk to tail, these trained 
pachyderms are marching down Oak Street across Navarre Avenue on their way to a circus performance at 
the Sports Arena. Walters Pharmacy on the northwest comer appears at the far right. 
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Bowling Alley, Fourth and Main, about 1970. It wasn’t even necessary to loosen a 
necktie to bowl on the alleys in the basement of the Masonic Temple at Fourth and Main. En¬ 
tered off Fourth Street, this small bowling establishment existed for many years at the Masonic, 
and Dick Corrado remembers setting pins there by hand in the early days. It later became a 
boxing gym in the 1990s before the building was closed. 



Sports Center Bowling Alley, Starr Avenue and Raymer Boulevard, 1959. Waite High School 
girls take advantage of student rates in this photo at the original Sports Center on Starr Avenue, which burned in 
February 1963 (see page 175). Built in the 1940s on the site of the old streetcar bams, this first bowling alley was 
replaced by a new larger Sports Center with thirty lanes that still serves the East Side community well. 
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The Pit Stop, 820 Starr Avenue, 1966. The 1960s slot car racing fad is seen here in full bloom at the Pit 
Stop on Starr Avenue. East Toledoan Gene Bykowski bought the old Save Way building and constructed this large 
commercial racing track that provided many pleasurable hours for local hobbyists. Jeff and Nancy Bykowski, in the 
middle of the photo, managed the races. 



Easter at the Mall, early 1970s. Woodville Mall, opened in 1969, was the place 
to be during holiday seasons in its earlier years. One of the concourses was decorated 
with this elaborate bunny display, which included train rides for small children. 



Doris Michaels 
Serving Customers 
at Elder Beerman, 
Woodville Mall, 


c. 1986. 


As LaSalle’s, Macy’s, and 
finally Elder Beerman, 
the store was an anchor at 
Woodville Mall for over 
30 years. 
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East Toledo 
Championship 
Baseball Team, 

1898. 

This remarkable old pho¬ 
tograph shows an “E” 
Toledo baseball team that 
won a city championship 
over a century ago, even 
before the first World Se¬ 
ries was played. Notice 
the old catcher’s mask in 
front by the bats. Barney 
Thomas (1875-1944), the 
manager pictured in the 
center, worked for B. R. 
Baker’s when it began 
at Front and Main in the 
1880s. He lived at 514 St. 
Louis Street across from 
George Pearson and was 
a friend of the Joseph Bihl 
family. Photo courtesy of 
Margaret Thomas. 



East Side Central City Basketball 
Champs, 1909. 

The sport was less than twenty years old when 
these young men with the fancy logo on their 
shirts were city champions from the old East 
Side Central School (1895-1960) a hundred 
years ago. East Side students could attend 
the first years of high school there until Waite 
opened in 1914. The second East Side Cen¬ 
tral (1961-2011) is now being demolished. 
Top row: Joel Perry, Byron Gardner, Elmer 
Gilbert. Bottom row: Leon McNaull, George 
Peckham, Jason Will. 
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Harbor Ter¬ 
minal Football 
Champs, 1932. 

Birmingham spon¬ 
sored several football 
teams during the 1920s 
and 1930s, includ¬ 
ing the Birmingham 
Boosters, the Toledo 
Blades, the Jack Frost 
Sugars, and this team 
from the Harbor Termi¬ 
nal. John Contos is top 
row, second from left; 
Andy Lengel is front 
row, third from left; 
Joe “Fudgie” Wlodarz 
is second row, second 
from left; and Andy 
Toth is second row, 
third from left. 



East Side Baseball Team, about 1940. This photo of a team from the Oakdale area shows Don Kowalka, 
front row, third from right; and Anscile “Ray” Parks, front row, second from right. 
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Second Baptist 
Basketball Team, 
1911. 

These players from Sec¬ 
ond Baptist, located on 
the northwest comer of 
Main and Greenwood, 
won the YMCA church 
league in 1911. Lewis 
Owen, upper left, lived 
at 443 Arden Place. Paul 
Coney, far left, lived at 
810 Euclid Avenue, and 
was the developer of Co¬ 
ney Court. 




Holy Rosary Basketball Champs, 1959. Holy Rosary School, now closed, was at 2555 York Street near 
Wheeling when these boys won their league championship over fifty years ago. Front row: Rick Douglas, George 
Oliger, Donald Thomas, Ceseare D’Emilio, Joe Wlodarz, Jr., Paul Zatko, Ernie Toth. Second row: Jim Kaifas, Bill 
Whitkovic, Ronnie Rinna, Joe Cipolla, Father Blasko, Dan Pavuk, Denny Belkofer, Mike Kuc, Bill Pelish. Coaches 
Joe “Fudgie” Wlodarz and Wilford “Wolf’ Belkofer are in back. 
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Toledo Playground 
Softball Champs, 
Ironville, 1938. 

Pictured here with Irving 
School on Millard Avenue in the 
background is the 1938 softball 
championship team from Iron- 
ville. Front row: Elmer Smart, 
James Lemoreaux, John Keller. 
Middle row: Richard Babel, 
Noel Belkofer, Clarence South, 
Jack Yohe. Back row: Ray¬ 
mond Jacobs, Oliver Mauter, 
Haldon Delo, Robert Cuthb- 
ertson, Jack Babel, Raymond 
Spetz. The manager, Raymond 
Jacobs, was a close relative of 
Danny Thomas. 



Kay Jewelers City Champs, Interlake Field on Front Street, 1947. This base¬ 
ball team of East Side players, sponsored by Kay Jewelers on Summit Street, won twenty games 
to become city champions. Bat boys: George and Marty Junga. Front row: Dean Stivensen, 
Frank Veres, Mike Dandar, Joe Papp, Louis Kerekgyarto, Marty Polanski. Back row: John 
Gorsik, Paul Bertok, Bill Szirotnyak, Steve Horvath, John Junga, Bob Nyitray. 
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Oregon Administration 
Sworn In, 1971. 

Judge Wetli is pictured here at 
the far left swearing in new Or¬ 
egon city administrators. Left to 
right: Mayor Don Petroff, Eliza¬ 
beth Teagarden, John Fletcher, 
Carl Becker, Richard Alspaugh 
(front), Leonard Wasserman, 
Dave Hufford, Bob Martin, and 
David Wiley. 



ETCO Gathering, about 1980. The East Toledo Community Organization sponsored many civic projects and 
did much to promote East Toledo in the 1970s and 1980s. Carty Finkbeiner stands third from left, and the late John 
Garcia is at the far right. 
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River East Queen Pageant, November 12, 1980. Pictured here at Tony 
Packo’s, these lovely young ladies were the semi-finalists in the River East Beauty Pageant. 
River East chose a Queen as part of their Main Street festivities in the 1970s and 1980s. 



East Toledo Historical Society Members, August 1990. Not quite as pretty 
as in the above photo, members of the four-year-old Historical Society are gathered for 
a picnic at the Joldrichsen home at 129 East Broadway. Front row: Betty McGlenn, Ma¬ 
rie Crawford, Lovie Johlin, Pat Giltz, Suzi Michaels, Dawn Henricks, Gola Bitterman, 
Dee Kertesz. Back row: Russ Allan, Gary Johlin, Larry Michaels, John Joldrichsen, Bill 
Kertesz. Several of the members lived in Oregon. Society founder, Jeff Eversman, is not 
pictured. The old Garfield School is in the background at the right. 
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Cal Gettings, East Side Historian, 
1990. 

Mr. Gettings (1905-1990) operated the lon¬ 
gest running Sunoco station in the country 
at Starr and Dearborn from the 1920s to the 
late 1980s. His father Claude Gettings had a 
blacksmith shop on Starr Avenue, and his son 
Duane, who taught in East Toledo schools 
for many years, and daughter Celeste do his¬ 
torical reenactments. Cal collected rocks and 
crystals, old clocks, and an abundance of East 
Side artifacts, and served as a mentor to others 
interested in East Toledo history. 


Robert Wadlow, World’s Tallest Man, Rossford 

Library Display, 2010. 

Robert Wadlow, who stood 8 feet, 11.1 inches at the time of his 
death, claimed the title of World’s Tallest Man. He lived for 
a time on Selkirk Street in Ross Township and would shop in 
downtown Rossford. This picture at the library shows him at 
actual size (pictured next to a real girl), and his shoe and history 
were preserved by the Stolar family. Mr. Wadlow died at the 
age of 22 in 1940. 



Robert Wadlow’s Size 37 AA Shoe, 
Rossford Library. 
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East Toledo Club 70th Anniversary 
Book, November 13,1996. 

John Szozda (left), editor of The Press Newspa¬ 
pers, and Terry Breymaier, funeral director at 
Eggleston-Meinert-Pavley and president of the 
Friends of Pearson Park, show the book they au¬ 
thored on the history of the East Toledo Club at a 
dinner at Cousino’s Navy Bistro at the Docks. 



Jeff Eversman and Don Monroe, 
Weber Block, November 11,1993. 

Jeff Eversman (left) has been president of both 
the East Toledo Historical Society and the Ore- 
gon-Jerusalem Historical Society. Don Monroe 
was the long-time director of River East and a 
passionate East Side advocate for many years. 
Together, Jeff and Don were instrumental in 
saving the Weber Block from demolition in the 
late 1980s. 



Georgianna (left) and Dorothy 
Saloff, New Locke Branch Library, 
September 2007. 

In this photo, Georgianna and Dorothy Sal¬ 
off, who taught for about 75 years combined 
at East Side Central and Raymer elementary 
schools, stand in front of the plaque that ap¬ 
propriately commemorates their gift to estab¬ 
lish the children’s section of the new Locke 
Branch Library on Miami Street in East To¬ 
ledo (see page 195). 
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Cake Walkin Jass Band, 1980s. These excellent musicians have performed for count¬ 
less Toledoans over the years. East Siders particularly remember their playing for many years 
at Tony Packo’s restaurant on Front Street. Hank Harvey stands upper left with his bass, and Ray¬ 
mond Heitger, whose daughter Nicole later sang with the group, is at the right. 



Waite High School’s “Five Shadows,” about 1957. Three East Toledo and two 
Point Place young men formed this early Rock and Roll band in 1956, and continued to per¬ 
form for several years around the area. Here they are pictured in the second floor hallway of 
Waite High School seemingly poised to break into harmony. From left to right: Fred Howell, 
Gary Miller, Keith Knecht, Bill Shova, and Don Jennings. 
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Johnny and the 
Hurricanes, 1959. 

By far the most popular 
and well-known rock and 
roll group from the To¬ 
ledo area, the five young 
men were classmates at 
Rossford High School, 
and began playing for 
teen dances around town, 
appearing at the Pearson 
Park shelter house several 
times in 1958. The origi¬ 
nal members of the band 
were Johnny (Poscik) 
Paris, sax; Don Staczek, 
drums; Lionel “Butch” 
Mattice, bass guitar; Dave 
Yorko, lead guitar; and 
Paul Tesluk, organ. Their 
instrumental sound be¬ 
came very popular, and 


they were soon recording 

out of Detroit and New York. By 1963, they were the headliners at the Star Club in Hamburg, Germany, 
and their opening band was a little known group called the Beatles. 



Elvis Presley at 
the Sports Arena, 
1956. 

Perhaps the most fa¬ 
mous musical perfor¬ 
mance in Toledo was 
when Elvis gave a con¬ 
cert early in his career 
at the Sports Arena in 
East Toledo. Also in 
this photo are seen two 
of his first accompany¬ 
ing guitarists, Scotty 
Moore (left) and Bill 
Black. Presley ap¬ 
peared again in Toledo 
in 1977. 
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The Pride and Joy of Valentine Street, Teresa Brewer, with 
Mickey Mantle, 1956. 

The Birmingham neighborhood of East Toledo was home to one of the best-known female 
singers of the 1950s, Teresa Brewer, whose first hit and signature song, “Music, Music, 
Music,” sent her to the top of the charts in 1950. Ms. Brewer (bom Breuer) attended Holy 
Rosary Elementary School and Waite High School, and she recorded several Top-10 hits 
during the 1950s while living in New York. On May 6, 1956, she gave a benefit concert at 
the Sports Arena to raise money for the new Holy Rosary Church. This photo with baseball 
star Mickey Mantle was the sheet music cover to “I Love Mickey,” a novelty tune from 
1956, and is signed by her and Mantle when both were at the peak of their careers. 


I LOVE MICKEY 

Words and Music by 

TERESA BREWER • RUTH ROBERTS • BILL KATZ 


«mu 
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Chapter Five 

Days Off 

Parks & Recreation 


^^eginning in the 1800s, residents east of the river have been blessed to have had so many parks and recreation 
areas to enjoy. Prentice Park, the first park in Toledo, was laid out as a “Village Green” as part of the William S. Wil¬ 
liams and Frederick Prentice plat between Navarre Avenue and Nevada Street in 1858. It remains a neighborhood park 
to this day. In 1884, a small peninsula of land on the east bank of the river where it joins Maumee Bay was developed 
into a park called Presque Isle. Reached by a short steamboat ride, for over a decade it flourished with picnic areas, a 
midway, rides, and even an early Ferris Wheel. The Casino, which opened on the streetcar line out Summit Street in 
1895, was more convenient to visit and put Presque Isle out of business about 1900. 

A rolling piece of land was acquired about 1890 from Oliver Stevens, and it soon became known as Navarre Park. 
A large open pavilion was built in 1895, replaced in the late 1930s with the W.P.A. constructed shelter house, which 
is now the East Toledo Senior Center. Peter Navarre’s cabin stood in the park from 1922 until 1957, and the Navarre 
monument was dedicated on the comer of White Street in 1914. The park also has a children’s swimming pool, ball 
diamonds, tennis courts, soccer fields, a running track, and a small museum building for the Historical Society. The 
Family Center is at the south end of the park at East Broadway. Also, about the time Navarre Park was developed, the 
Collins family donated land on Consaul Street that became a park and golf course. 

In the early 1930s, George Pearson, a Blade reporter and great East Side booster, advocated the purchase of unde¬ 
veloped land out Navarre Avenue to become a park for citizens east of the river. After much effort and planning, the 
park was dedicated in 1934, and “as a surprise to no one but himself,” was named for Mr. Pearson. Now part of the 
Metroparks system, Pearson Park offers almost every kind of recreational activity imaginable and remains a commu¬ 
nity treasure for Oregon and everyone east of the river. 

Also, the eastern communities are fortunate now to have International Park along the river, Maumee Bay State Park 
on the water at the end of N. Curtice Road, and other nature preserves farther to the east. Area residents have many 
outstanding parks and recreational activities to choose from. 
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Prentice Park, 1990. 

Platted on April 26,1858, in a triangle 
between Leonard, Elmore, and Pren¬ 
tice streets, the little neighborhood 
park, sometimes called Flatiron Park, 
is the oldest in the city of Toledo. In 
1996, the city fixed up the 1970 gaze¬ 
bo, added some landscaping, installed 
new playground equipment, and even 
planted flowers beneath the park sign, 
flanked here by two cute neighbor¬ 
hood girls. 




Lincoln Place Park, Ironville, 1910. Another neighborhood park is seen here, looking northwest across 
Front Street from near the end of Millard Avenue. The children are posed in front of the community building, similar 
to the Neighborhood House in East Toledo that became the Family Center. The gazebo at the left was brought from 
Presque Isle amusement park when it closed about 1900. In the 1920s, the large brick Unitcast factory (still standing) 
was built on this site. 
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Ferris Wheel, Presque 
Isle Amusement Park, 
about 1895. 

George Ferris built the popu¬ 
lar amusement ride known 
as the Ferris Wheel for the 
1893 Columbian Exposition 
in Chicago, and only a couple 
years later a smaller version 
appeared at Presque Isle. It 
was a great attraction at the 
end of the Midway. The We¬ 
ber’s Clothing advertisement 
was for the Weber Brothers 
store on Summit Street. As an 
investment, they built the We¬ 
ber Block at Front and Main 
in 1888, which has long out¬ 
lasted their clothing business. 
Notice the men working high 
up at the center of the wheel. 
Photo by Cleo Keller. 


Presque Isle Park Midway, about 1895. 

A high wire display shows a dare-devil balancing on 
a ball about fifty feet above the Midway at Presque 
Isle. A close look reveals a net below the wires. No¬ 
tice the Ferris Wheel in the background. 
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Presque Isle Pavilion 
and Bathhouse on 
Maumee Bay, 1890s. 

A weekend escape to Presque 
Isle over a century ago was 
equal to a trip to Cedar Point 
today. Even though the little 
peninsula at the entrance to 
Maumee Bay near Otter Creek 
was accessible only by a fer¬ 
ryboat ride from downtown 
Toledo, sometimes thousands 
of people would arrive on a 
warm summer day to enjoy the 
breezes off Lake Erie. Notice 
how dressed up the people are 
in this photo of the promenades 
near the water. 




Presque Isle Beach, 1890s. The tall lifeguard chair is unoccupied above this section of 
beach near the bath houses at Presque Isle. It seems as if the well-attired crowd is more inter¬ 
ested in socializing than swimming, and this photograph captures a moment of what it was like 
at the beach over 100 years ago. Everyone, including the children, is wearing a hat. 
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Navarre Park, Original Swimming Pool, 1914. The first swimming pool at Navarre Park stood on the 
north side of Woodville Road near where the soccer fields are today. Like at Presque Isle, all the people are in formal 
dress, and only a couple children have ventured into the water. This large pool was replaced by the children’s swim¬ 
ming pool on the hill behind the shelter house. 



Navarre Park 
Pavilion, built 
1895. 

The ornate open-air 
pavilion with the fancy 
corner turrets was one 
of the first structures 
built in the park, and 
was popular for picnics 
and dancing. In the late 
1930s, the new shelter 
house was built on the 
same site. 
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Navarre Park Shelter House, 1940. Built as a Depression Era W.P.A. project, the new stone shelter house 
is seen here shortly after it opened. Fred Edinger, the first caretaker, stands proudly in front near the decorative 
urn. The building has served the East Side well over the years for a wide variety of activities. Photo courtesy 
of Marilyn Eckhart. 


Navarre Park 
Shelter House, 
2006. 

The sturdy shelter 
house has changed 
very little over the 
years, except for offic¬ 
es and a large meeting 
room added out the 



back to better serve 
its function as the East 
Toledo Senior Cen¬ 
ter. The Center, led 
by long-time director 
Mary Wolff, is open 
daily, providing many 
programs for East 
Siders, and this year is 

celebrating its 20th anniversary. The building is also rented almost every evening by community organizations. Note 
the old concession stand, now the home of the East Toledo Historical Society, at the right. 
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Navarre Park Clean-Up Crew, 1980s. A group of young ladies pose for a photo during a 
volunteer clean-up day in Navarre Park next to the shelter house. The charming little building in the 
background with the small tower was originally a concession stand for events in the park and was later 
used to store maintenance equipment. Notice the Sun Oil towers in the background. 



Historical Society Building, Navarre Park, 2009. In the late 1990s, Bob Yenrick led a drive 
to restore the little building, which had fallen into disrepair. Seen here from the same angle as the above 
photo, it now is operated by the Historical Society and houses many museum cases and artifacts of East 
Side memorabilia. 
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George Pearson, 1930s. 

As a Blade reporter, George Pearson (1870-1955) wrote an East Side 
column in the paper for over fifty years, championing many causes that 
improved the community. His columns about the need to save the area’s 
last undeveloped woodlands of the Black Swamp raised enough interest 
to secure the land that was to become Pearson Park in 1934. Universally 
loved, Mr. Pearson’s warm personality is evident in this picture. 


Larry Michaels rides the Streamliner train at 
Pearson Park, holding on tight. 


Pearson Park Shelter House, 1950s. Built by the W.P.A. in the mid-1930s, the shelter house was the hub 
of park activities in the early years, featuring pinball games, pool tables, ping-pong, a juke box, and a refreshment 
counter where tandem bicycles could be rented and tickets for the outdoor rides could be purchased. The airplane 
ride appears in this picture, and the train ride (see inset) was off to the right. The shelter house today is the Packer- 
Hammersmith nature center with its popular window on wildlife. 
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Sleigh Ride in Pearson 
Park, 1940s. 

This postcard view shows chil¬ 
dren all bundled up for a beau¬ 
tiful ride through the park. For 
many years, the park had a sta¬ 
ble near Lallendorf Road where 
horses could be rented to ride on 
the trails through the woods. 



The 220 x 120-foot 
Roller Rink (1938 to 
about 1980) was once 
the largest in Ohio. 

It was operated by A1 Kish, 
who also owned the Fun Spot. 


Pearson Park, Aerial View, 1960. 

More than any other Metropark, Pearson Park has 
a greater variety of recreational activities in ad¬ 
dition to its wildlife and nature trails. This aerial 
view shows the roller skating rink (see inset), ten¬ 
nis courts, and two ball diamonds. The roller rink 
and skate rental building are now the children’s 
play area and a picnic shelter. The park also has 
a network of ponds for fishing, ice skating, and 
paddle boating, along with a sledding hill, soc¬ 
cer field, exercise area, bike trail, and Macomber 
Lodge for community activities. 
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Collins Park Shelter House, early 1920s. Before the turn of the 20th century, the Judge 
Collins family donated a hilly section of their land between York and Consaul Street with Duck 
Creek running through it, which was to become a park and later a nine-hole public golf course. 
This interesting Renaissance-style building with a fine tile roof served as the early shelter house 
for the park. Still standing today, it now stores equipment to maintain the golf course. Nearby is 
the pro shop along Reineck Drive by the first tee. The large water treatment plant is just east of 
Collins Park today. 



Gathering at South Shore Park, Bay Shore Road, 1920s. Now west of Stadium Road, South Shore 
Park was located just east of Stadium Road at the time of this photo, which captures a moment of youthful exuberance 
a long time ago. Bay Shore Road is in the background of the picture. 


96 



EAST of the MAUMEE RIVER 



Murray Field, 

Looking North toward 
Earl Street, 1930s. 

This open area seen from near 
the railroad bridge on Fassett 
Street was the scene for many 
neighborhood activities and 
had a fine baseball diamond 
near Earl Street. It was known 
either as Page Field (for Page 
Dairy teams) or Murray Field 
(for school leader Grant Mur¬ 
ray), and many local leagues 
played there, as well as young 
boys from the Butler Street 
neighborhood. 



Hecklinger’s Pond, North Ravine Park, 2007. Hecky’s Pond, named for the nearby Heck- 
linger greenhouses, is a flooded section of the Duck Creek swale that runs from Maumee Bay all the way 
to the ravines in front of Waite High School. A popular fishing site, the pond was drained in 2007 to im¬ 
prove the water quality, revealing a couple of submerged automobiles. 
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Fun Spot Roller Skating Rink, Earlwood Drive, 1990s. Built in 1961 by A1 Kish, who 
wanted a year round venue in addition to running the rink at Pearson Park during the summer. The distinc¬ 
tive building next to 1-280, shaped like an airport hangar, had three colors of terrazzo flooring and was 
100 feet wide by 200 feet long with no center supports. The first indoor rink in Oregon, it had DJs from 
WOHO playing for couples’ skates, ladies only, and all-skates under the many-colored lights. The Kish 
family continued to operate the rink for about 50 years until its recent closing. 



East Side Drive-In, Woodville Road at Millbury Road, 1960s. The 1960s were the heyday of the 
drive-in theater, but few are left today. The East Side Drive-In has been gone for about 25 years, but the Park Side at 4500 
Navarre Avenue across from Pearson Park (see inset ads) still exists under the name of the Sundance Kid Drive-In. 
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Miniature Golf Course, Kelsey and Dearborn, 1950s. Like drive-ins, miniature golf was also popular 
in the 1950s and 1960s. This short-lived little course stood on the southwest comer of Kelsey (foreground) and 
Dearborn near the Nickel Plate belt railroad (off this picture to the right). The Toledo Iron and Steel foundry, later 
Parker Steel, appears at the right in the background on Starr Avenue. The site of the golf course is now a fenced in 
overgrown lot. 



Putt-Putt Golf 
Course, Great 
Eastern Shopping 
Center, 1969. 

These seven boys are 
all smiles holding their 
Pepsi drinks and golf 
putters at the Putt-Putt 
course at Great Eastern. 
From left to right: Len 
Stieben, Dave McPher¬ 
son, Dan Martin, Bob 
Martin, Jr., Matt We- 
gert, Bill Ritter, and 
John Kochanski. The 
site of the golf course 
along Woodville Road 
is now occupied by fast 
food restaurants. 
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International Park, Tidal Basin, Looking North, 1980. Once the scene of ex¬ 
tensive railroad yards and coal docks, International Park is now a beautiful green area running 
along the east bank of the river from Main Street to the end of Navarre Avenue. The tidal basin 
is just being excavated at the time of this photograph. The King Bridge is in the background, 
and the Owens-Illinois Tower at Seagate One is under construction. 



International Park Tidal Basin, December 1980. Taken from nearly the same 
angle, this photo shows the basin completed and new trees planted. Flagpoles bearing the flags 
of many nations would soon be installed around the basin, giving the park its name. The King 
Bridge is at the left, and to the right is the Sports Arena on Main Street and the smokestacks of 
the Toledo Edison plant in the distance. Notice barely seen between the bridge and the arena 
are the trestles of the old Pennsylvania Railroad Bridge. 
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Kids Touring the Willis Boyer Museum Ship, International Park, May 1992. 

The skyline of Toledo is the backdrop as these young people tour the huge lake freighter docked in Inter¬ 
national Park. The Boyer, recently re-christened the Colonel James M. Schoonmaker (its original name) 
will soon be floated down the river to the Marina District to become part of the proposed Great Lakes 
Maritime Museum. 



North End of the Marina District, August 2007. The beautiful new Veterans’ Skyway Bridge soars above 
the northern end of the Marina District and the recently completed boat terminal seen in this photograph, where the 
Maritime Museum is to be located. The Marina District extends south between Front Street and the river all the way 
to Main Street, and its potential development is very important to the future of East Toledo. 


101 
















EAST of the MAUMEE RIVER 



Maumee Bay State Park, Postcard View of Quilter Lodge. Having a state park is a 
wonderful local treasure for the eastern communities of Oregon Township. The sprawling lodge, 
named for beloved state representative from East Toledo Barney Quilter, features 120 guest rooms, 
20 cottages, a golf course, tennis courts, two pools, saunas, whirlpools, racquetball courts, meeting 
rooms, and banquet facilities. The park also has a lake beach, inland beach, sledding hill, nature 
trails, amphitheater, and a large trailer camping area. 



Sailing on Lake Erie, 1913. The people enjoying this boat ride are wearing somewhat bizarre clothing for a 
sailboat, especially the hats, but they are also wearing the timeless smiles of a day on Lake Erie that a century cannot 
dim. The 41 -foot sailboat was owned by Sam Trudeau, second from left with the captain’s hat, who was a well-known 
yachtsman and winner of several local sailing races. The river and the bay remain a great resource for the future of 
the area east of the Maumee. 
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Chapter Six 

Where History Lives 

Historic Houses 


^ome of the houses in this chapter, such as those out in the Bay Shore area, have succumbed to the expansive 
growth of British Petroleum and other large industries, while others along major highways have been replaced by com¬ 
mercial businesses. However, a surprising number of the oldest houses in Oregon Township, including East Toledo, 
have survived to the present time, many for well over a century. 

A number of the oldest surviving houses on the East Side have been documented in earlier books, such as the mid- 
19th century homes at 411 Platt Street, 1133 Miami Street, 814 Willow, 847 McKinley, and 451 Fifth Street. The 
Jackson farmhouse on East Broadway between Madeleine Street and Woodville Road and the 1867 Metzger house 
at Euclid and Sixth Street are examples of early homes still standing among later houses. Also, many of the early 
farmhouses of pioneer Oregon families are still watching over recently built modem subdivisions. This chapter shows 
some additional examples of the interesting variety of houses that can be found east of the river. 



La Tabernilla, Bay Shore Road, 1984. The sprawling Craftsman-style 23-room mansion on the 
Bay was notorious for gambling and rum-running during the Prohibition Era of the 1920s and 1930s. It 
later became a nursing home, and then after standing vacant was burned down in a practice bum by the 
Oregon Fire Department in 1984. 
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Byron Case House, Bay Shore & Otter Creek Roads, about 1900. Byron Case, a lawyer 
and judge, was a prominent resident of Oregon Township, as were several family members. It was the 
Case family who donated the land that became Harbor View in the 1920s (see p. 55) where this old farm¬ 
house once stood on the north side of Bay Shore Road. Photo courtesy of Jim and Joanne Fox. 



Keller House, Bay Shore Road, about 1910. This beautiful Victorian home with the intricate 
fretwork and ornate porch was the home of photographer Cleo Keller and his family, who were close 
friends of the Navarres. Notice the lady looking out of the window. With the waters of Maumee Bay in 
the backyard, the house was located on the north side of Bay Shore Road where the large Toledo Edison 
power plant now stands. Photo courtesy of Jim and Joanne Fox. 
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Fox Farm, Bay Shore 
Road, 1910s. 

Justine Kohne Fox poses 
in front of the family farm¬ 
house that stood near the 
Keller house on Bay Shore 
Road for this photo taken 
about 100 years ago. In 
1950, the house was moved 
to the south side of Bay 
Shore Road, near Wynn 
Road. Photo courtesy of 
Jim and Joanne Fox. 



Driftmeyer Farm, Cedar Point Road, 1905. Arthur Driftmeyer is the young boy standing among older 
family members, and a hired hand is resting in the background in this early Oregon Township farm scene. The farm 
was located on the north side of Cedar Point Road between Lallendorf and Dupont roads. The Standard Oil refinery 
(now BP) gradually surrounded the property and in 1980 the buildings were tom down. Today, a fenced in tree on 
Cedar Point Road is all that remains of the old farmstead. 
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Old Thomas 
Homestead, 
427 Yondota Street, 
about 1900. 

This early Federal style 
house distinguished by 
its end gables and narrow 
board construction was 
built in the 1870s or 1880s. 
The Bernard Thomas fam¬ 
ily lived here until about 
1915. The Hi-Level Bridge 
now passes over the site 
of the old homestead, and 
it was probably razed in 
1929 as the bridge was be¬ 
ing constructed. Loretta 
Thomas, age 13, is pictured 
here in the front yard. 




Rake House, June 1914. This later view shows 
the Duck Creek swale behind the house and Sacred 
Heart Church on Oswald Street at the upper left. 


Henry Rake House, 
Second Street near 
Oswald, about 1890s. 

Family members, with 
Mrs. Rake second from 
the left, stand in front of 
this simple Greek Revival 
home on Second Street. 
Built in 1866, the Henry 
Rake house was located 
near the comer of Oswald 
Street, and was tom down 
about 1925 to build the 
East Side Police Station 
that later became the Boys 
& Girls Club. Gift of Doris 
Toppin. 
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Charles Vaughn House, 234 Oak Street, 
about 1915. 

Mr. Vaughn, perhaps pictured on the porch, ran an up¬ 
holstery shop out of this very old home on the northwest 
comer of Oak and Third Street. The house probably 
dates back to the 1870s, as do a few other early homes in 
this old neighborhood. The Vaughn house is now gone, 
but several of the houses seen in the background on Sec¬ 
ond Street are still standing. The Toledo & Ohio Central 
coal docks appear in the distance on the riverbank. 



Butler House, 915 Butler Street, about 1904. Mrs. Butler stands in front of the old family home¬ 
stead, for which Butler Street was named, in this early photograph. The streets between Navarre Avenue and 
Earl Street were cut through shortly before the turn of the 20th century. Kingston was named for developer 
Brian King, Rogers and Berry streets were named for early East Side families, and McKinley (originally 
called John Street) was changed to honor Ohio President William McKinley after he was assassinated in 
1901. The Butler house still stands, and for most of the 20th century was owned by the Combs family. Photo 
courtesy of the Barton and Combs families. 
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Winchester House, 

816 Euclid Avenue, 
1887. 

This large Victorian home 
with the ornate front and 
side porches was the resi¬ 
dence of the prominent 
Winchester family of East 
Toledo. One of the old¬ 
est houses in the neighbor¬ 
hood, this early view shows 
it many years before Coney 
Court was developed next to 
the house on the left. Mark 
Winchester was the attorney 
who prosecuted gamblers 
and mob figures on the East 
Side during the last years of 
Prohibition, which resulted 
in the house being bombed 


in 1934, destroying the front 

porch. His wife Constance was a teacher for many years at East Side Central. Their children Bruce and Mark also be¬ 
came prominent lawyers. The house, much modified, still stands on the northwest comer of Euclid and Coney Court. 



Louis Bihn House, North¬ 
west Corner of Third 
Street and Oak, 2004. 

From the prosperity of his car¬ 
riage shop, where Granger’s now 
stands at the comer of Miami & 
Oak Street, Louis Bihn built this 
extravagant Queen Anne home at 
Third & Oak in the late 1800s. To¬ 
day, it is an example of what resto¬ 
ration can do for an old mansion 
(see inset of before picture), with 
much of the work done by Paul 
Hecklinger and A1 Kuns of Hous¬ 
ing East Redevelopment. 
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Kinsey Funeral Home, 2001 Con- 
saul Street, about 1928. Stephen 
Kinsey (1885-1962), a Hungarian im¬ 
migrant who arrived in America in 1891, 
stands proudly in front of his funeral home 
on Consaul Street that served the Birming¬ 
ham area for so many years and is now 
operated by Eggleston-Meinert-Pavley. 
Houses that were used as funeral parlors 
are often some of the finest homes in the 
community. Photo courtesy of Kris West. 



Clegg Funeral 
Home, 631 Euclid 
Avenue, late 1930s. 

This fine Queen Anne 
home with the wide 
front porch was built 
on the northeast comer 
of Euclid and Starr by 
successful fruit grower 
Thaddeus Taylor about 
the turn of the 20th cen¬ 
tury. James Clegg, who 
began in his father’s fu¬ 
neral business nearby at 
910 Starr Avenue, used 
the Taylor house as his 
funeral parlor during the 
Depression years of the 
1930s. About 1941, it became the East Side YMCA, and in recent years it has 
been well preserved as the Toddler Nursery. 
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Chamberlin House, 

117 Rossburn Place, 
mid-1900s. 

The Chamberlin family were 
among the early settlers of 
the Rossford area with a 
large asparagus farm that 
once extended past what is 
now Schreier Road. The Jef¬ 
fers family lived on the old 
homestead for many years, 
beginning in 1958, on what 
has become Rossburn Place. 
The home seen here, built 
about 1868, dates back to the 
original farm, and is one of 
the earlier surviving houses 
in Rossford. 




Drouillard Family Homestead, 2300 Woodville Road at Drouillard, 1905. Members 
of the family sit in front of the Drouillard home, an outstanding example of a late-Victorian Queen Anne 
farmhouse. It stood on the southeast comer of Woodville and Drouillard, and sadly was tom down when 
Woodville Road was widened in 1952. The family owned a grocery store on the southwest comer (see 
page 131), and Drouillard Road was named in their honor. 
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Gilmore House, 
Ironville, 1890s. 

Owned by the prosperous 
Gilmore shipbuilding family, 
this fine old house with its dec¬ 
orative porch and woodwork 
was built about 1870 by Abra¬ 
ham Gilmore on what was 
once a River Road just north 
of the Wheeling & Lake Erie 
Railroad Bridge. The Gilmore 
and Sons shipyard was located 
next to the home at the foot 
of McKinney Street, which 
later was replaced by the Gulf 
Oil Refinery. Both the ship¬ 
yard and home were gone by 
1940. The Maumee River can 
be seen at the far left. Photo 
courtesy of Mary Lou Schultz. 



Mosher-Taylor House, 1710 Oakdale Avenue, early 1900s. 

Dr. John Mosher (1805-1872) arrived in Toledo in 1834 and became a pioneering Lucas County 
physician. Soon after his retirement in 1845, he decided to enjoy a quieter life and built this 
fine brick Italianate farmhouse out in the country of Oregon Township. Later owned for many 
years by the Taylor family, the old Mosher home, one of several surviving brick farmhouses (see 
inset), has to be one of the oldest houses in the area. Photo courtesy of Sue Ricci. 
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Matthias Schmidlin House, Coy Road North of 
Pickle Road, 1874. 

This sketch of the Schmidlin farm from the 1875 Lucas County Plat 
Book shows the old farmhouse in the upper left hand comer looking 
just the same as it does today (see inset) more than 135 years later. 
Even the side wing of the house dates back to those earliest years. 
The farm extended east of Coy Road between Navarre Avenue and 
Pickle Road all the way to what is now Schmidlin Road. 



Carl Schmidlin Farmhouse, 3608 Navarre Avenue, 2009. In the late 1800s, Matthias 
Schmidlin’s son Carl built this large brick house at the other end of the original farm at what is now the 
southwest comer of Navarre Avenue and Schmidlin Road. Today, with a new front bay window and or¬ 
nate entryway, it is the home of Bartz-Viviano Florist. 
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J. C. Messer Farm, 

3158 Pickle Road, 

1874. 

James C. Messer was an¬ 
other early settler of Or¬ 
egon Township, arriving 
with his family in 1844, 
and whose farmhouse, 
built in 1858, also appears 
here in the 1875 Lucas 
County Plat Book. Like 
the Schmidlin house, the 
Messer farmhouse (see in¬ 
set) has hardly changed at all in over 150 years. The house is in the 
middle of the 1875 drawing with Pickle Road in the foreground. 


Messer Family at Home, late 1800s. 


Later J. C. Messer House, 
3113 Pickle Road, 2009. 

After the Civil War, Mr. Messer 
prospered as a banker and built 
this beautiful brick Italianate house 
across Pickle Road about 1880. 
The wide-bracketed roof over¬ 
hangs, tall hooded windows, two- 
story side bay, and ornate porch 
are all classic features of Italianate 
architecture. More than a century 
later, the home appears the same as 
in the family photo above. 
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Miller Homestead, 4025 Pickle Road, 
about 1900. 

The Miller family purchased 40 acres of land from 
the government on the south side of Pickle Road 
in 1852. They originally lived in a log cabin, but 
soon built a brick and frame farmhouse (see inset 
below) still standing on Pickle Road west of Lal- 
lendorf. The large brick house pictured here was 
built about 1880 across Pickle Road, and remains 
one of Oregon’s landmark farmhouses. Today it 
is the home of Waite High School principal David 
Yenrick and his wife Carolyn. 



“Stone” Houses, Spring Grove Avenue, 2007. East Toledo has a large number of these 
unusual pre-cast concrete block houses, sometimes called “stone” houses, that were built by the Toledo 
firm of Breymann and O’Neill between 1907 and 1917. Alternating between front gable and flat dormer 
Four-Square designs, these houses extend for a full block on Spring Grove and Greenwood, and are 
listed on the National Register as a Historic Neighborhood. This view looks north on Spring Grove 
toward Starr Avenue. 


114 






EAST of the MAUMEE RIVER 



Von Ewegen House, 

2705 Eastmoreland 
Boulevard, 2009. 

One of the finest 20th century 
houses in Oregon, the Von 
Ewegen house is a beautiful 
brick Colonial Revival with 
classic entryway, Ionic porch 
columns, dentil trim molding, 
pleasing symmetrical fagade, 
and large end-gable chimney. 
Beginning in 1898, the Von 
Ewegen family operated the 
well-known drugstore in East 
Toledo at Starr and East Broad¬ 
way for about eighty years, and 
descendants still live in the 
family home on Eastmoreland. 



House on the Move, Navarre Avenue, June 1967. This Colonial Revival house, similar in design to the 
Von Ewegen residence above, travels down a narrower Navarre Avenue past the Food Town store on its way to a new 
home at 2342 Brown Road. It was once more common to move nice homes that were threatened by commercial de¬ 
velopment rather than to simply tear them down. Notice the Edison truck at the left making sure the power lines had 
enough clearance. 
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Welling Carriage 
House, behind 741 
Main Street, 1990. 

Older neighborhoods in East 
Toledo often have carriage 
houses still standing behind 
19th century homes that were 
built in the days of horses and 
buggies. This sturdy brick 
carriage house has a shingle 
roof, swinging wooden doors, 
a flattened dormer above each 
bay, and a stone “W” (partly in 
shadow) above the middle bay. 



The Last Outhouse in East Toledo, Delence Street, 1992. Bill Leonhardt, Cathy Wood Eichenlaub, and 
Jeff Eversman of the East Toledo Historical Society appear to be doing archaeological research at what is probably 
the last outhouse on the East Side. The little structure, once very much a part of daily life in the earlier years of the 
community, still exists at the time of this writing. 
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Chapter Seven 
G& 

Getting Around 


Riverfront & Railroads 

addition to navigating the maze of streets on the East Side that run at all angles, drivers also are frequently 
delayed by the many trains that crisscross the area. Railroads have been a huge influence on the industrial growth of 
the city, especially east of the river where much heavy manufacturing has historically been located. It was first the 
Maumee River and then the railroads (after the short-lived canal era) that provided the necessary means of transporta¬ 
tion for economic growth and development. 

The earliest businesses on the East Side were along the river. At one time, there was a sawmill at the foot of Euclid 
Avenue, ferryboat operators along Front Street, and sailing vessels carrying goods up and down the river. Later came 
the grain elevators, ship building, oil refineries, iron ore and coal docks, glassmakers, and of course the railroads. In 
the early 1900s, Toledo was the third largest railroad hub in the country, and over the years there have been literally 
dozens of railroads shipping cargoes through the East Side. 

In addition to the commercial railroads, a number of electric interurban trolleys ran lines through East Toledo and 
Oregon. One line traveled out Starr Avenue and then veered toward Curtice. The increasing dependence on the auto¬ 
mobile gradually put an end to interurban travel by the late 1930s, about the same time the last streetcars ran through 
East Toledo. 

East Siders know that the river and the railroads have been the backbone of the industrial success of this area, and 
have also provided countless jobs for its residents. This chapter will highlight the riverfront and some of its most 
important industries. It will also show the significant role that the commercial railroads and electric railways have 
played in the area’s historic and economic development. 
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Riverfront, 1876. This early view of the riverfront from the East Side shows the second Cherry Street 
Bridge and a rather precarious Pennsylvania Railroad Bridge angling off to the right. The water came all the 
way up to Front Street where the buildings at the bottom stand. At the lower left is the comer of Front and Main, 
and a sawmill stands at the far left near the end of Euclid Avenue. Sailing vessels and even a side-wheeler are 
seen on the river, and horses and carriages are bustling all about. Church steeples form the skyline at the top, 
and St. Francis de Sales Church appears at the right between two smokestacks. 



Cherry Street Bridge, Looking Northwest, about 1900. Cherry Street and the North End are 
sharply defined in this vintage photo looking from the east riverbank across the old Cherry Street Bridge. 
Churches still dot the skyline from Cherry Street at the left and all across the North End. Notice the boats 
docked at a stone and cement company to the right of the bridge and a lonely horse-drawn vehicle heading 
east on Main Street. 
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Cherry Street Bridge, 
Looking East, 
November 7,1890. 

This very early photo shows 
the west end of the old iron 
bridge, built by the Smith 
Bridge Company in 1884, and 
the wooden pedestrian walk¬ 
way in the foreground. The 
swing-span of the bridge was 
on the west side with its base 
seen just beyond the shore¬ 
line. In the distance next to the 
bridge appears the Weber Block 
at Front & Main, then only two 
years old as it looked before the 
theater was added to the north 
side of the building. 


Cherry Street Bridge, 
Looking East, 1892. 

Another view of the old bridge 
gives a closer picture of its iron 
framework. Two gentlemen are 
enjoying a look at the river, one 
with his feet propped through 
the railing. Old houses appear 
at the left on Front Street, and 
at the right a building of the 
Toledo & Ohio Central freight 
yards. After the west end of 
the bridge was damaged by 
the steamer Yuma in Febru¬ 
ary 1908, a temporary wooden 
span was built until the current 
bridge was finished in 1914. 
Surviving sections of the iron 
bridge were floated down the 
river to become the Ash-Con- 
saul Bridge. 
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Fassett Street Bridge, Taken from the East Side, 1895. Another iron trestle bridge, it ran from Fassett 
Street all the way to Walbridge Avenue on the west side. Wooden scaffolding can be seen at the right where the bridge 
was still under construction. It was always rather fragile, and the third time a section fell into the river, when hit by 
a runaway freighter that broke loose in a storm in 1957, the life of the old bridge finally came to an end. In the fore¬ 
ground at the right is the Mitchell Rolling Mill and Lumber Company on Miami Street. 


Toledo Terminal Railroad Bridge, 1914. At the time of this photo the iron trestle rail¬ 
road bridge was being rebuilt from one track to two tracks over the river. The inset shows a crew 
working on the bridge in 1914. 
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The Anthony Wayne 
(Hi-Level) Bridge 
Under Construction, 
c. 1929. 

When finished in 1931, the 
Anthony Wayne Bridge, 
Toledo’s first suspension 
bridge, towered more than 
one hundred feet above the 
river, allowing large freight¬ 
ers to pass underneath. Men 
are precariously at work on 
the temporary walkway as 
the large upper cables are be¬ 
ing strung. This view looks 
east, showing a freighter 
docked below and the domes 
of Good Shepherd Catholic 
Church to the right of the tall 
bridge tower. 


Hi-Level Bridge Construction, 

1929. 

With the shore of East Toledo in the back¬ 
ground, two very intrepid women pose for a 
photograph on the temporary walkway high 
above the Maumee River. They appear un¬ 
daunted in their hats and long dresses. 
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New York Central Coal Docks, about 1940. The many railroad tracks of the NYC coal docks are seen in 
this photograph taken from the Hi-Level Bridge with the skyline of downtown Toledo in the background. Currently 
the James Schoonmaker (formerly the Willis Boyer) museum freighter would be in the center of this picture, and the 
Docks restaurants beyond the large ore loader (see the photo below). The facility moved to the Lakefront Docks in 
the late 1940s. 



New York Central Coal Docks, Northern Section, about 1940. 

The full scale of the operation is apparent in this photo with the ore loader seen in the picture 
above at the far left and the Cherry Street Bridge at the far right with the north end shown across 
the river. It is hard to believe that this area is now the busiest part of International Park, with the 
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Hocking Valley Coal Docks, 1700 Block of Front Street, 1920s. A rare photo shows a freighter loaded 
with coal leaving the docks with the help of a tugboat spewing black smoke. Only the pier remains today, as 
part of the Sun Oil docks. Houses on Summit Street across the river appear at the left, and at the far right is the 
Ash-Consaul Bridge. 



C & O Presque Isle Coal Docks, 1950s. This view taken from one of the huge load¬ 
ers looks down on a freighter below, and another freighter is docked at two other loaders at the 
next pier. Only one loader still exists, and the facility is now owned by CSX. 


123 


























EAST of the MAUMEE RIVER 




Baltimore & Ohio Coal Docks, near Oakdale and Miami Street, 1935. Coal is being 
loaded into a freighter at the B & O docks along the river in this vintage photograph. The B & O ore load¬ 
ing facility is at the upper right where a freighter is docked at the large overhead crane. Miami Street is 
seen at the upper left and curves across the top of the picture toward Rossford. Two LOF smokestacks can 
faintly be seen to the right of the coal loader. Photo from the Kirk Hise Collection. 


The Edmund 
Fitzgerald at the 
Presque Isle Coal 
Docks, 1965. 

The 729-foot ore freighter, 
immortalized in a bal¬ 
lad by Canadian singer 
Gordon Lightfoot, went 
down in Lake Superior 
during a terrible Novem¬ 
ber storm. Six of the 
twenty-nine crew mem¬ 
bers were from northwest 
Ohio, including Thomas 
E. Edwards from Oregon. 
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Riverfront Industry, 
about 1910. 



The coal docks in the top photo are 
now the site of the Docks restaurants 
in International Park. 


The blast furnaces in the photo at the left became part 
of Interlake Iron Corporation. The old rolling mills on 
Front Street that gave Steel Street its name, seen in the 
photo on the right with a steam train in front, stood on the 
site where the Toledo Edison Acme power plant would 
later be built. 



Toledo Edison Acme Plant, 
Looking North, about 
1950. 

The size of the mammoth power 
plant is apparent in this aerial view. 
A portion of the plant still stands, 
but soon will be demolished for 
the proposed development of the 
Marina District. Front Street runs 
along the right side of the picture. 
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The National Milling Company and the Malleable Castings Company, about 1915. This riv¬ 
erfront view shows the National Milling Company, now Nabisco, at the left with the boat docks in front. The large 
structure to the left of the smokestack burned in 1931, but the company has remained in business in East Toledo for 
nearly 120 years. Started in 1890, National Malleable Castings was located on Front Street near Consaul across from 
where Tony Packo’s now stands. Dismantled in the 1930s, it was the first large employer that led to the growth of the 
Birmingham neighborhood. 



National Milling Company Docks, 1910s. Freighters like the one seen here brought loads of wheat to 
these large docks at National Milling at 2221 Front Street. Later, boat shipments were discontinued and the grain was 
brought in by rail. 
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Toledo Shipbuilding Company, Looking 
Southwest, about 1910. 

A large boat nears completion in this early photo at the 
Toledo shipyard. Part of the National Milling Company 
appears in the background. In the inset at right, looking 
southeast, Rev. Quinton conducts a service for the tra¬ 
ditional “blessing of the keel” of the Coast Guard cutter 
“Mackinaw” in March 1943. 



S. S. Canadiana, 1950s. The Canadiana was a popular summertime excursion boat to Bob-Lo Island in the 
lower Detroit River, sailing daily from the foot of Madison Avenue in downtown Toledo. The fun came to an end on 
July 30, 1958, when the Toledo Terminal Railroad Bridge accidentally closed too soon on the pleasure boat after a 
freighter sailing in the opposite direction came through the span. There were no serious injuries, but the boat had to 
be scrapped a few years later. 
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Trains Passing in East Toledo, Looking Northwest, 1948. Toledo was once the third largest railroad 
hub in the country, as evident by the railroad yards near the river seen in previous photos. Many tracks also ran 
through East Toledo and Oregon, including interurban and streetcar lines, in addition to freight and passenger traffic. 
This photo taken from the railroad bridge on Fassett Street shows a NYC passenger steam train on the left passing a 
freight train heading northwest toward the river. The Toledo skyline is visible at the right above the houses on Earl 
Street, and the Norris grain elevator on the river appears at the far left. Bob Lorenz photo. 



Hocking Valley Railroad Crews, 1928. These crew members are ready to roll near the entrance to the Hock¬ 
ing Valley docks, which were located on Front Street just north of where the new Veterans’ Skyway Bridge now cross¬ 
es the river. The bridge in the left background is still in use today by Norfolk Southern. The Hocking Valley operation 
was taken over by C & O and moved to the Presque Isle facility in 1930. The old docks are now owned by Sun Oil. 
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Bay Terminal Railroad, Sun Oil Refinery, late 1930s. The Bay Terminal Railroad is owned 
by Sun Oil Corporation, and is used exclusively to transport tank cars to and from and within the refinery, 
and it remains in operation to this day. This steam engine #101 seen switching tank cars would be re¬ 
placed by diesel power in 1947. The cone-shaped device on the engine’s smokestack was a spark arrester, 
a good idea in a refinery. Photo from the Kirk Hise Collection. 



Last Steam Passenger Train, 1992. The beautifully restored Berkshire steam engine of the 
Nickel Plate Railroad made passenger runs for rail fans long after steam trains had disappeared. This 
photo, taken as the train made its last run on the Norfolk Southern tracks at SR 579 in Williston in 1992, 
shows it heading southeast toward Oak Harbor. 
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Steam Train on the Wheeling & Lake Erie 
Railroad, York Street, 1942. 

A steam engine approaches the York Street crossing, 
from where this photo was taken, on a cold gray win¬ 
ter day. The tall new electrical interlock tower in the 
foreground would replace the mechanical tower back 
to the left at the junction of the Wheeling & Lake 
Erie and the Toledo Terminal tracks. The view here 
is looking northwest toward Front Street, and the for¬ 
mer large car shops can be seen in the distance at the 
left of this picture. 




Waiting for a Train, Front Street, 1952. 

Cabooses, now a rarity, block the road in this south¬ 
bound view of Front Street. Waiting for trains has been 
a common East Side experience for a long time. 



Dead Man’s Crossing, East Broadway near Oakdale, Looking Southeast, 1922. The NYC main¬ 
line ran eight tracks across East Broadway at what was labeled the deadliest rail crossing in Toledo. Many grade 
school students had to walk this crossing twice a day. After a long battle between the city and the railroad, joined by 
Blade reporter George Pearson, an underpass was finally constructed in 1922, which allowed more children to attend 
a newly built Oakdale School. 
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Freight Transfer, 2100 Block of Woodville Road, 1930s. An early version of a cargo carrier is shown 
in this photo at the Glendale Freight Yards of the Lake Shore Electric on Woodville Road. A cargo carrier would be 
backed onto a flat car, and then wheels on the carrier would retract and lock the load in place. The Cities Cartage 
driver is enjoying his moment before the camera. This Lake Shore line went out of business in 1935, and the prop¬ 
erty became a mobile home court for several years until it was cleared in 1968 for a new Bargain City store. 



Lake Shore Electric Car, Woodville Road at Drouillard, early 1900s. Much has changed since this 
early photograph was taken on a muddy Woodville Road, looking west across the intersection of Drouillard toward 
an approaching Lake Shore electric car at Groll Street. The large Queen Anne house at the left was owned by C. S. 
Drouillard, the family for whom the road was named (see page 110). Beyond the house, on the southwest comer of 
Drouillard with the windmill in front, is the old family grocery store. Woodville is much wider now, and all these 
buildings, as well as the railroad, are long gone (inset). Photo courtesy of Kirk Hise. 
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Railroads in Curtice, 1950s. The engine pulling this train through Curtice belonged to the 
Toledo & Eastern Electric Railroad, which was disbanded in 1958 and its tracks were removed in 
1960. The track to the left was part of the mainline from Toledo to Bellevue and is currently owned 
by Norfolk Southern. The grain elevator at the right burned about 1960 and was rebuilt further 
down the railroad line where it crosses Genoa-Clay Center Road. The distinctive brick building at 
the left, home of several businesses over the years, is now known as The Crazy Lady. 



Curtice Depot, 1967. Curtice has long been a rail center and once had this classic little train depot, shown here 
in a photo taken from the Lucas Street crossing. In the 1970s, the depot was moved to Bellevue, Ohio, where it was 
restored to become part of the Mad River Railroad Museum. 
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Toledo & Eastern Electric Railroad Car, Starr and Wheeling, 1956. For over fifty years, a railroad 
track ran along the north side of Starr Avenue from the city limits all the way to Wynn Road. Begun about 1905 as 
an interurban line to carry passengers, the tracks were later used by the Toledo & Eastern until the late 1950s. Here 
an electric engine is pulling two freight cars east on Starr Avenue ready to cross Wheeling Street. The building to the 
right was 2 D’s Tavern. 



Starr Avenue and Wheeling Street, Looking Northwest, October 2009. A recent photo from the 
same angle as the picture above shows the north side of Starr Avenue where the tracks once ran. Notice that some of 
the electric poles seem to be the same as those above. A video store now occupies the northwest comer, and the houses 
have been replaced by other commercial businesses. 


133 

























EAST of the MAUMEE RIVER 



Electric Railroad, Starr Avenue near Earlwood, Looking Northeast, 1956. An electric engine 
pulls two freight cars west on Starr in this classic photo taken close to where Haas Bakery is located today. A little 
brick building that dates back to the interurban days, now enclosed in a fenced Edison substation near the 1-280 over¬ 
pass, is about the only reminder of this once busy railroad line. 




Old Electric Railroad Tracks, Starr and 
Lallendorf Road, Looking East, 1956. 

This view shows the tracks on the left shortly be¬ 
fore they were abandoned as they crossed Lallendorf 
Road. The Starr Avenue exit from Pearson Park is 
at the upper right. The inset shows the same view in 
2009, with many of the electric poles still remaining. 
Now the old right of way is a new pedestrian walk¬ 
way in Pearson Park North. 
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Toledo & Eastern Electric Railroad, Starr Avenue and Lallendorf Road, 1956. A lone electric 
engine heading east approaches the Lallendorf crossing during the last years of the old electric railroad. The line was 
abandoned in 1958, and the tracks and overhead wires were removed by the early 1960s. The farmhouse at the left 
still stands, now hidden by tress in the photo below. 



Starr Avenue and Lallendorf Road, Looking Northwest, 2009. The same view, taken from the north¬ 
west comer of Pearson Park, shows where the tracks once ran along the north side of Starr Avenue. 
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Derailment, Wheeling & Lake Erie Railroad, 1905. Given the huge amount of railroad business on 
the East Side over the years, occasional accidents were inevitable. This rare photo shows some children and other 
observers as they watch a mammoth railroad crane attempting to right a derailed steam engine. The exact location is 
uncertain, but it appears to be near the Wheeling car shops, as labeled on the picture. 




B & O Roundhouse Accident, 
early 1920s. 

Apparently the turntable in front of the 
roundhouse was not positioned properly 
and the steam engine ran off the end of the 
track. The B & O yards and roundhouse were 
located near Oakdale and Miami Street. 


136 






EAST of the MAUMEE RIVER 



Whoops! Coal Car 
Derailment, Woodville Road, 
December 14,1967. 

In this dramatic photo, a Norfolk 
& Western coal car has fallen unto 
Woodville Road while one end is still 
perched on the overpass. A milk deliv¬ 
ery truck on its route at 5:30 a.m. nar¬ 
rowly avoided a disaster as it traveled 
under the bridge just seconds before 
the car fell. 



Conrail Bridge Damaged, Fassett Street, February 1972. Automobile carrier railroad cars proved 
to tall to pass under the Fassett-Stillman Street Bridge, damaging the bridge and leaving a trail of Cadillac car parts 
strewn along the track. Ironically, the train had been re-routed because of another derailment. Many local residents 
remember this incident, which left the street closed for many years until a new concrete bridge was built. 
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Ironville Streetcar 
#309, Front and 
Millard, about 
1900. 

Two Toledo Rail & 
Light employees pose 
proudly in front this 
classic streetcar during 
a scheduled layover in 
Ironville. Note the old 
“cow catcher” in front, 
which was often used 
for advertising. Street¬ 
cars were a principle 
means of transportation 
in East Toledo from the 
late 1800s until 1939, 
when the last car made 
its final run. 




Streetcar, Starr Avenue at Valleywood, Looking Northwest, 1930s. A Starr Avenue car is heading 
east past Valleywood during the last years of the streetcar era. The Circle Bar is on the comer to the right where a 
patron is holding up the street sign. The building later housed the Hecklinger Insurance Agency. The Community 
Traction car bams were located just to the left of this picture where the Sports Center bowling alley now stands. 
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Chapter Eight 

Shop Till We Drop 

Businesses 


? ^ne East Side has always been a hard-working place, and that has continued to be true as commercial development 
has spread eastward into Oregon, Northwood, Rossford, and other communities. There have been the heavy industries 
along the river, as well as railroads, oil refineries, shipbuilding, LOF, and several other large employers. 

But there have also been countless small businesses where East Siders have shopped over the years, from black¬ 
smiths to gas stations, from drugstores to grocery stores, that have each played an important part in the economic 
growth of the communities east of the river. This chapter will highlight some of these businesses, and chapter nine 
will recall a sampling of the many restaurants that have long nourished area residents. 



Off We Go! B & M Cycle Company, 622 Front Street, about 1910. 

A rare Indian MotoCycle (note old spelling) and sidecar is ready to roll with its young passenger. 
The company was started in 1901, two years before Harley-Davidson. This building stood on 
the east side of Front Street, now the back parking lot of the Weber Block. Notice the partial 
view of an enclosed gas pump at the far left, and the pipe-smoking “greeters” at the door. 
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Klondike Oil Gusher, Miller Farm on 
Millard Avenue, August 1897. 

The Klondike was almost abandoned until the last 
bit of nitro-glycerin shot the well in 1897. 


Klondike Oil Well, Millard Avenue, 
August 1897. 

Workers are seen above constructing the Klond¬ 
ike oil rig on the Miller farm on Millard Avenue 
near the Duck Creek swale in Ironville. The 
well proved to be a gusher (see below), one of 
the few long-producing wells in Oregon Town¬ 
ship. The Klondike pumped oil from 1897 until 
it was capped in the 1970s, and it was finally 
dismantled in August 1997, 100 years to the 
month from its start, for the construction of the 
Millard Avenue overpass. 
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Last Blacksmith on the 
East Side, Sid Facey, 1937. 

At one time, there were more than fifty 
blacksmith shops in Toledo, and Mr. Fac¬ 
ey (1889-1965) worked for 47 years at 
the trade of horseshoer (as he preferred 
to be known for his specialized form of 
blacksmithing). His brother Ernest also 
was a blacksmith on Starr Avenue. This 
shop at 2059 Starr Avenue was the last 
one in Toledo when Sid Facey closed 
it in the early 1960s. Some of his last 
work was shoeing horses for the Pearson 
Park stable. 



Facey Blacksmith Shop, 2059 Starr Avenue, 1937. This little blacksmith shop, located on the 
north side of Starr Avenue between Heffner and Sheldon, was the last in Toledo by the 1960s. Note the horse¬ 
shoe above the door. 
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National Malleable Castings Office, Front Street in Birmingham, 1912. 

When it started operation in 1890, the large castings plant became the catalyst for the devel¬ 
opment of the Birmingham neighborhood. The ornate office building stood in the center of 
the factory on the west side of Front Street, which was still paved with brick and had streetcar 
tracks down the middle. The plant remained in business until the mid-1930s. 



National Malleable Castings Cafeteria, about 1915. A rare photo shows the 
interior of the Malleable’s large cafeteria. Notice that the workers sat on stools to reach the 
high tables. The flag-draped photograph on the wall to the right was of Woodrow Wilson, 
who was President at the time. 
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Brown 
Stamping 
Employees, 1911. 

Brown Stamping was 
a large operation lo¬ 
cated along the rail¬ 
road tracks at the end 
of Dawson Street. 

Part of an early ad¬ 
ministration building 
still remains on the 
site of the old factory. 

One of the Brown 
brothers stands at 
the far left, and his 
father-in-law, known 
as “Billy,” is the old¬ 
er gentleman in the 
center of the front 
row who fired up the 
plant’s steam engine 
at 7:00 every morn¬ 
ing. Morton Bachar 

is in the second row, 7th from the right. Working conditions must not have been too bad, as an unusual number of the 
workers are smiling. Photo courtesy of Bill Bachar. 


G. W. Wagoner 
Mill & Feed Store, 

958-960 Oak Street, 
about 1905. 

Mr. Wagoner’s elevator 
and mill, located on the 
west side of Oak Street 
across from the end of Earl 
Street, did “custom grind¬ 
ing,” and produced “Pride 
of Toledo” and “Home 
Trade” flour. In this won¬ 
derful old photo two white 
horses are ready to deliver 
a large wagonload of flour, 
an employee leans on an¬ 
other wagon, and a horse 
and buggy pose on the 
street in front. By the late 
1930s, the building was 
occupied by Peoples Ice & 

Coal Company. The stur¬ 
dy old structure lasted into the 21st century, finally reduced to a large pile of bricks just a couple years ago. 
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Construction of the Toledo Furnace Company, later Interlake Iron, 1902. Workers pause for a 
photograph while excavating for the Toledo Furnace Company foundations. Notice the wheelbarrows on the planks 
across the muddy gully. The company later became Interlake Iron, which remained in business until 1980. The 
Wheeling & Lake Erie Railroad Bridge is in the background, and the old factory site along Front Street was recently 
used as a castings yard for segments of the new Veterans’ Skyway Bridge. 


Libbey Owens Ford Plant, Rossford, 1925. Part of the original plant of the Ford Plate Glass Company, 
including the large smokestack in the foreground, was demolished in 1925 to make way for a modernization of the 
Rossford factory. Part of the roof of the Larrowe Milling Company can be seen in the distance across Superior Street 
behind the water tower at the left. 
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Keller 
Greenhouse, 
Bay Shore 
Road, about 
1905. 

I. A. Keller, father of 
photographer Cleo 
Keller, owned this 
greenhouse out on 
the Bay Shore at the 
turn of the 20th cen¬ 
tury. It was one of 
the first greenhouses 
in the area. The fam¬ 
ily used it to raise 
onions, which was 
their specialty. Photo 
courtesy of Jim and 
Joanne Fox. 




Hecklinger Brothers Greenhouse, Seaman Road and Heffner Street, about 1920. In 1913, Al¬ 
bert, Oscar, and Edward Hecklinger entered into the greenhouse business on the East Side, and the family has contin¬ 
ued to run the enterprise at this location for nearly a century. The Craftsman style home at the left still stands today. 
At the time of this picture, Seaman was just a narrow dirt road. 
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Monarch Truck, Front Street, 
about 1913. 

Six workers appear ready to deliver 
some of Monarch’s “High Grade” oils 
and greases in this early photo. The 
company was located at 2902 Front 
Street at Randolph, and was in busi¬ 
ness for nearly 40 years before closing 
and selling the property to the Gulf Oil 
Corporation. 




Ice Delivery Truck, 
1921. 

Earl Fox, pictured with 
Ray LaBounty at the 
right, owned this vintage 
Cadillac truck fitted out 
to make deliveries of ice 
around Oregon Township. 


Village Farm Dairy 
Truck, 1930s. 

Arthur Fox drove this classic milk 
truck for Village Farm Dairy, a fa¬ 
miliar East Side business at Platt 
and Fourth Street for 45 years. 
The dairy closed with the con¬ 
struction of the River East Food 
Town Plaza in the 1970s. 
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George Gradel 
Company Truck 
and Crane, 1927. 

Workers pose for this 
photo while excavating 
for the LOF technical 
center at Oakdale and 
East Broadway with the 
Fiske Brothers Refinery 
seen in the background. 
John Gradel is the fifth 
generation of the family 
to run the long-time East 
Side business, which be¬ 
gan in 1903. The work¬ 
ers, from left to right, 
are John Rieger, Ludwig 
Bieken, Jack Nicholson, 
and Earl Smith, who 
stands trustingly beneath 
the old crane. 



East Toledo Christmas Parade, 2009. A 1953 Gradel Company Jeep truck is ready to pull 
a float along East Broadway in front of Waite High School in the Christmas parade. The company 
owns and maintains three classic jeeps, an antique road grader, and an antique steam shovel. 
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Paragon Oil Company Truck, about 1915. 

One of the Paragon fleet of vehicles, this early delivery 
truck was photographed on the Hubert DeLisle farm in 
Oregon Township on Jacobs Road, now part of Eagle’s 
Landing. Notice the sprocket chain to the rear wheels. 
A decade later, four employees pose in front of a 1920s 
Paragon truck (see inset). Photo courtesy of Jim and 
Joanne Fox. 


Paragon Delivery Truck, 1920s. 


Paragon Delivery 
Truck # 12, 

Front Street, 1927. 

Another vintage Paragon 
truck stands in front of the 
refinery in the 2800-2900 
blocks of Front Street. 
Paragon went into opera¬ 
tion in 1888, and at the 
time of this photo had just 
been rebuilt from a fire in 
1925. Shortly afterward, 
in 1930, the refinery was 
sold to Gulf Oil, which 
closed in 1981. Chevron 
took over Gulf in 1984 and 
dismantled the old East To¬ 
ledo plant buildings. Today 
it is the site of the Port Au¬ 
thority’s Ironville Terminal 
Intermodal Facility. 
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Paragon Gas Station, Front and Consaul Street, about 1920. A winter scene shows this 
little station with its early gas pumps below the Paragon sign. At one time there were three gas stations 
on this comer at the end of the Ash-Consaul Bridge. 



Sohio Filling Station, Navarre Avenue 
and Lallendorf Road, 1930s. 

This short-lived station, similar in design to the lit¬ 
tle Paragon station in the top photo with its tall gas 
pumps, was built by Arthur Phillips on the south¬ 
east comer of Navarre and Lallendorf, seen at the 
right behind the pumps. The station was closed 
and demolished in 1948. 



Zunk’s Sunoco and the Knobby Cottages, Route 2 and N. Curtice Road, 
1940s. The gas station, seen at the left, was on the southwest comer and owned by Helmut 
and Ruth Zunk. The building later became a tavern. The guest cabins appear at the right. 
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Tiny Gas Station, 741 Oak Street at Viking, c. 1930s. An employee and perhaps the owner 
pose in front of this small station located on the southeast comer of Oak and Viking. Joseph Gillespie 
owned the business as early as 1930, and after standing vacant most of the 1940s, it became a Sunoco sta¬ 
tion during the 1950s. Recently, the little building, now over 80 years old, has become an ice cream stand 
for neighborhood children in the summer (inset). The houses on Viking at the left still look much the same. 


Braun Gulf 
Station and 
Braun Grocery, 

Woodville Road 
and Prentice, 
about 1942. 

The Braun family oc¬ 
cupied this comer for 
many years. The gas 
pumps in the fore¬ 
ground offering Gulf 
No Nox and Gulf 
Gold stood in front of 
Emil Braun’s station 
on the northwest cor¬ 
ner of Woodville and 
Prentice. Diagonally 
across Woodville on 

the southeast comer were two individual businesses owned by Robert Braun, built forty years earlier about the turn of 
the century. Braun’s Market was on the comer at 702 Woodville, seen behind the pumps, and their other building at 
the left at 706 Woodville was occupied by the Wallace & Schwartz Company at the time of this photo. Both buildings 
were razed in the 1950s for an A & P Supermarket, and the gas station has become a pizza parlor. 
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Jim’s Refinery Outlet, Southwest Corner of Woodville and Fostoria Road, c. 1957. This full 
service station oddly doesn’t display a brand of gasoline, but offers a wide variety of products and is open 24 hours a 
day. Notice that the prices for gas are displayed on globes on top of the pumps: 22 cents for diesel, and 27 or 30 cents 
for gasoline. The station eventually became a Hy-Flash, and operated until about 1980 when it closed for good. The 
building still stands, vacant now for many years. 



Clark Gas Station, 1402 Starr Avenue, 1964. The station on the southeast comer of Starr and White Street 
was new when this photo was taken. Later it became a Bonded station, and it remains in business today as a Gas 
Express Mart. 
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Martin’s Gulf Station, 
Southeast Corner of 
Starr and Wheeling, 
Christmas 1964. 

Santa greets customers from 
the office at this long-time 
Oregon gas station, which 
opened in 1956 at Starr and 
Wheeling. A large Gladieux 
farmhouse was moved to 
make room for the station, 
and the old house at 419 S. 
Wheeling was originally a 
home for the hired hands on 
the farm. The inset shows 
Ruth and Harold Martin, 
parents of co-owner Bob 
Martin (far right) in 1957. 
Warren Shepard, co-owner 
for a short time, is second 
from the right. The large 
trees in the background were 
removed when Starr Avenue 
was widened. 


“Sterlina” the Cow, 
Sterling Store Grand 
Opening, June 1985. 

Milk was in abundance, 
and regular gasoline sold 
for $1.08 when the Sterling 
convenience store and sta¬ 
tion moved into the remod¬ 
eled Martin’s Gulf Station 
in 1985. A larger store was 
built in 2004, and the busi¬ 
ness was sold to Circle K in 
2007. The Marco’s Pizza in 
the background across Starr 
Avenue is still in business 
there at the same location 
(inset). Author Ron Mauter 
is pictured below Sterlina 
with daughters Alison (left) 
and Andrea. 
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Hi-Speed Station, Starr and Dearborn, about 1930. 

This old two-building gas station with its early tall gas pumps has un¬ 
dergone many changes over the years. Pure Oil, who was part owner 
of Hi-Speed, changed the name of the stations to Pure in 1952. 

Bob Miller beside Bob and Joe’s #97 Race Car, 
Promoting their Hi-Speed Station, 1953. 



Bob and Joe’s Pure 
Oil Station, Starr and 
Dearborn, 1955. 

Bob Miller and Joe Seferian 
became owners of this popu¬ 
lar station in 1947, and for 
a short time both worked at 
the Pure Oil Refinery be¬ 
fore devoting full time to the 
business. In this photo, the 
buildings have been squared 
off and given a new modem 
surface now connected by a 
walkway and enhanced by 
a tower. Today, sixty years 
later, the station is still called 
Bob and Joe’s, and Joe’s son, 
Mike Seferian, who is the 
current Mayor of Oregon, 
along with his son Eric run 
a thriving car repair business 
in the old building. 
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Lownsbury Motor Sales, 421 Main Street, about 1935. Beware of car salesmen. An imposing 
sales force poses in front of the original Lownsbury Chevrolet building on the north side of Main Street between 
Fourth and Sixth streets, offering “the world’s lowest priced full size car.” The well-known East Side dealership 
opened in this building in 1923, and moved to Front Street about 1950. The brown brick showroom, later known 
as the Steger-Showel building, still is standing, along with other former car dealerships on Main Street. 



Lownsbury Chevrolet, 801 Front Street, late 1960s. The long-time dealership with its modernistic slant 
facade is pictured here on the west side of Front Street near Waite High School. It occupied this location from the 
1950s to the 1970s. Today most of this area has been cleared for the development of the Marina District. 
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Dunn Building, Route 579 in Williston, about 1960. This charming brick building on the north side of 
Route 579 was built by Wallace Dunn in the 1920s. He was the son of Charles Dunn, owner of the Dunn Hotel in 
Curtice (see page 37). Several of the Dunn brothers were involved with car dealerships early on. Dunn Motor Sales 
occupied this building for several years, and the little town of Williston also had Tank Motors less than a block away. 
Notice the old air pump at the comer of the building. The building is now the home of Joel Mann’s computer busi¬ 
ness. The Dunn family operates a large dealership on Dustin Road and a used car lot on Navarre Avenue near 1-280. 



Bill Miller Ford Showroom, 28il 
Navarre Avenue, December 1967. 

The newly-opened showroom, offering 
many fine models to choose from, is seen 
here shortly after the dealership's move from 
Front Street. In the 1980s it became Sutphin 
Ford, and currently it is the large Mathews 
Ford dealership. 
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Toledo Suburban Lines, 1930s. This early Chevrolet bus #45 was part of the fleet of the J. A. Gates Bus Lines, 
which began operations in the early 1930s out of the interurban station at 439 Superior Street. The original owner of 
the company, Mr. Gates, was tragically killed in an industrial accident in 1945. Virgil DeLisle then took over operation 
of the bus line for its final seventeen years in business. 



Toledo Suburban Lines Bus, 1950s. Streamlined buses served the company during its later years, when it 
operated from the Greyhound station at 414 Jefferson Avenue until closing down in 1962. Notice the horn mounted 
on top of the front of the bus. 


156 








EAST of the MAUMEE RIVER 



Farkas Market, 

2128 Caledonia 
Street, 1937. 

Mike Farkas stands beside 
his scale in this vintage pho¬ 
to of a neighborhood meat 
market in Birmingham. He 
also sold Folger’s meat, an 
old Toledo business. The 
well-preserved building is 
now apartments. 



Hogan’s Market, 2300 Woodville Road at Drouillard, about 1947. Neal Hogan and his father Tom 
Hogan stand proudly inside their well-stocked market, which was in business at this location from 1931 to 1951. At 
the lower right, a six-pack of Coke was 25 cents. Over the years, this building housed the Woodville Laudromat, Ab¬ 
bey Road Music, the Asian Market, and Battery Wholesale. The building, part of the old Drouillard property, along 
with Ede’s Ice Cream, was demolished in 2004. 
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Collins and Parker Drugstore, 1347 East Broadway, 1932. The original Collins 
and Parker Drugstore was on the southeast comer of East Broadway and Albert Street. At one 
time the business had four locations in Toledo. Posed in front, from left to right, are Bill Parker, 
Cliff Collins, Sr., Phyllis Collins holding daughter Mary, and Cliff Collins, Sr. This store closed 
in the late 1960s, but the building still exists as apartments. 




1 . 


Collins & Parker inc. 


Well Done COL John GLENN 

ORBITS I 2 3 



Collins and Parker 
Drugstore, 2513 
Woodville Road, 
February 1962. 

Like all of America, the Collins 
and Parker sign celebrates Col¬ 
onel John Glenn’s momentous 
orbital space flight in 1962. 
The store had recently opened 
on Woodville Road across from 
Great Eastern Shopping Cen¬ 
ter, whose sign partly appears 
in the background. Cari Col¬ 
lins, daughter of Cliff Collins, 
Jr. (see inset), still operates this 
last company store, which will 
soon be sold when she retires. 
The business has been a Toledo 
mainstay for about 80 years. 
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Wesley Krieger, Island Variety, 722 
Dearborn Avenue, 1956. 

In 1947, Wesley Krieger and Darrell Kregel en¬ 
tered into business in a small structure that was 
once an icehouse near Dearborn and Starr Avenue, 
now part of the Island Variety parking lot. The un¬ 
timely death of co-owner Darrell Kregel prompted 
Wesley’s wife Evelyn to become a partner in the 
business, and she helps oversee its operation to this 
day. In 1952, the current large store with living ac¬ 
commodations above was built, and the old build¬ 
ing was tom down. Wesley and his son Gary are 
pictured here in the popular store in 1956. 





Gail Krieger, 
1956. 



Island Variety, 722 
Dearborn Avenue near 
Starr Avenue, 

March 2012. 

The store, a recipient of sev¬ 
eral service awards, is the 
oldest family owned conve¬ 
nience store in the area. Also, 
as it reaches its 65th birthday, 
it remains one of the most 
popular businesses east of the 
river. Daughters Carol Krieg¬ 
er Belknap and Gail Krieger 
Durczynski (see inset), along 
with three generations of the 
family, have operated Island 
Variety since 1978. 
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Reddish Brothers Hardware, Starr Avenue and East Broadway, about 1955. A young boy run¬ 
ning across Starr Avenue can’t wait to get to Reddish Brothers. The Reddish building on the northwest comer of Starr 
and East Broadway dates back to 1907, and housed a hardware store on the first floor and later a sporting goods busi¬ 
ness (seen here) on the second floor for most of the century. The name is carried on today by Gary Reddish, owner 
of Reddish Contact Sports on the southeast comer of Fourth and Main Street. Off this picture to the right across East 
Broadway was Von Ewegen’s Dmgstore, which was in business on or near this comer from 1898 until about 1980. 



Old East Side Store on the 
Move, Morrison Drive, 

January 1950. 

Built in 1904, this old building, which 
was Fred Newmeyer’s barber shop at 
316 Main Street, is on its way to a new 
home at 2607 Starr Avenue. The 46- 
ton building made a three-mile journey 
down Front to Morrison to Sixth Street 
to North Ravine Parkway to Dearborn 
to Starr Avenue and then to its new lo¬ 
cation east of Wheeling. Here it is be¬ 
ing towed east on Morrison past Waite 
High School. Note the young man on 
the roof. In Oregon, it became a Ster¬ 
ling store for many years, until replaced 
by a newer building in 1968. Sterling 
later moved across Starr Avenue, re¬ 
modeling Martin’s Gulf Station in 1985 
(see page 152). 
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Timm’s Hall, East Broadway, 1930s. The old Timm’s meeting hall with a dry goods store 
on the first floor is seen here in the middle of a business row on the west side of East Broadway 
between Woodville Road and Navarre Avenue. Many 1930s automobiles are in front of the busy 
storefronts, which included Rheingold’s Cafe, Mau Hardware, a Kroger grocery, Eppstein’s Depart¬ 
ment Store and Dry Goods, and Dearborn Cleaners. Today, a large Walgreen’s (see inset) occupies 
this whole block of East Broadway. 



Toledo Food Market, Main Street, February 2006. In the 1970s, River East Economic Re¬ 
vitalization Corporation, under the leadership of Don Monroe, redeveloped a whole block on the north 
side of Main Street between Second and Fourth as a destination shopping center anchored by a Food 
Town Supermarket with abundant off-street parking. Still the largest supermarket in East Toledo, the 
Food Center replaced the Food Town store after Spartan Foods had recently closed this location. 
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Murphy’s Department Store, Weber Block, 1970s. Changes are happening on the East Side. The Weber 
Block had anchored the end of Main Street since 1888, and Murphy’s had been the most prominent business since the 
early 1950s. Murphy’s would close a few years after this picture was taken, the J. C. Penney store at the right in the 
Friedman Block was already gone, and the old Montville Block that housed Barrett’s Shoe Store, partly seen at the 
edge of the photo, would soon bum down. In the foreground is the parking lot of a Wendy’s, which had replaced the 
1874 Plumey Block. 


Franklin School First 
Grade Class, Weber 
Block, May 1992. 

After sitting vacant for a de¬ 
cade, the Weber Block was 
purchased and rehabilitated 
by River East, and the sec¬ 
ond floor was remodeled 
in late-Victorian style to 
reflect the grandeur of its 
early years. Here a group 
of children tour the old hotel 
area that has now become a 
business incubator in the old 
building. Other signs of life 
along Main Street, together 
with International Park and 
plans for the Marina District, 
offer hope of a brighter fu¬ 
ture for East Side business. 
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Chapter Nine 

Eastern Cuisine 

Restaurants 


. J^ard-working people like to eat, which of course over the years has included East Siders. Good home cooked 
meals have always been popular, especially ethnic recipes brought to America by East Toledo’s many immigrant 
families, but restaurants have also flourished, often featuring such ethnic dishes. People still fondly remember such 
popular restaurants as Pete Popoff’s, Johnny Pa’s, Dobreff’s Football Cafe, and Don s Drive-In. 

Some restaurants have come and gone quickly, but a surprising number have remained in business to feed genera¬ 
tions, such as Tony Packo’s, probably Toledo’s best known restaurant, which has served Hungarian Hotdogs now for 
80 years. Oregon in particular has many long-time restaurants of at least fifty years in business, including the Bay 
Shore Supper Club, the Free-Way Restaurant, Cousino’s, McDonald’s, and Frisch’s. This chapter can only give a 
sampling of all the fine eateries past and present east of the river, providing just an appetizer that hopefully will bring 
back good memories of some excellent meals enjoyed over the years. 



Hamburger Harry’s, 741 East Broadway, about 1949. Harry Wier began selling hamburg¬ 
ers in 1936 at 718 East Broadway, a building recently tom down in 2009. As the business grew, he soon 
built this familiar building where he had steak sandwiches for 35 cents and Dipsy-Dogs for 10 cents. The 
cheeseburgers were delicious. It became Pete’s Drive-In in 1949, and closed in 1970. It is now a garishly 
painted abandoned used car lot. 
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Golden Arches, 2325 Woodville 
Road, early 1960. 

This photo shows the first McDonald’s east of the 
river nearly ready for its Grand Opening on April 
6-7, 1960. Just the second in the Toledo area, it 
opened only a few years after Ray Kroc discov¬ 
ered the burgers sold by the McDonald brothers in 
Chicago, and purchased the right to franchise their 
recipes. The early restaurants had no indoor din¬ 
ing, and sold hamburgers for 15 cents, cheeseburg¬ 
ers for 19 cents, “triple-thick” shakes for 20 cents, 
and fries for 10 cents. Today the remodeled build¬ 
ing is Mancino’s Restaurant. 


Burger Chef, 
2735 Navarre Avenue, 1968. 

An outlet of the rather short-lived Burger Chef 
fast food chain is seen in this advertisement 
photo. The Navarre Avenue restaurant opened 
in 1968 just east of Henry’s Gulf Station (seen 
in the background) and was closed by 1980. The 
building was demolished to make way for the 
Horizons IV Plaza. 
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Mel’s Big Burger, Wood¬ 
ville Road at Great 
Eastern, 1956. 

Great Eastern was just com¬ 
pleted when Mel’s Big Burger 
opened there along Woodville 
Road in 1956, one of five res¬ 
taurants Mel Berman started 
during the 1950s. This restau¬ 
rant closed about 1970, later 
becoming a Kentucky Fried 
Chicken outlet. A McDonald’s 
is on the site today. 
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Dairy Queen, 1153 Dearborn (now Earlwood), 1950s. 

Robert Susor owned this Dairy Queen franchise, later called Dutch 
Treat, which opened at the comer of Wren on what was then Dearborn 
Avenue in 1949. In the mid-1950s, Dearborn Avenue was severed by 
the construction of 1-280, and the southeast leg that connected to Na¬ 
varre Avenue was renamed Earlwood, which was also extended north along the expressway to Starr Avenue. This ar¬ 
rangement led Mr. Susor to relocate to Starr Avenue. The little building on Dearborn and Wren still stands (see inset), 
now part of Dunn’s used car lot on Navarre. 


$ • 



Susor’s Drive-In, 2260 Starr Avenue, 1958. Robert Susor’s new location on the southeast comer of Starr 
and Earlwood offered greater traffic flow, and also increased business from patrons of the new Fun Spot skating rink. 
The restaurant was sold in 1969, becoming a Zippy’s Pizza. It was tom down in the late 1970s for a larger building 
that has housed a Lane’s drugstore, the Sweet Feed pet store, and now a NAPA Auto Parts outlet. 
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D & D Drive-In, 2701 
Navarre Avenue, about 
1950. 

In the 1950s, Dale and Don 
Hecklinger were two busy 
men. They not only owned 
the family greenhouse on 
Seaman, but also owned this 
little Root Beer stand, the first 
drive-in restaurant in Oregon. 
Emma Hecklinger and Marge 
Hecklinger Bollinger pose in 
front of the little business, 
which the family franchised 
from the Richardson Root 
Beer Company. It operated 
from 1949 to 1957 when a 
larger restaurant, called Dale 
& Don’s Drive-In, was built. 




Dale & Don’s Drive-In, 2701 Navarre Avenue, 1957. The classic interior of a 1950s diner is seen here 
shortly after the completion of Dale and Don Hecklinger’s new restaurant that replaced their earlier root beer stand in 
1957, the year Oregon became a separate municipality. The inset shows another classic, a 1950s Pontiac in front of the 
drive-in, and St. Charles Hospital, opened three years earlier, seen across Navarre Avenue. In 1960, the Hecklingers 
sold the restaurant to Mel Berman, and he made it into a Frostop franchise featuring carhops on skates. After a fire in 
1970, Mr. Berman remodeled the building again for indoor dining, and for the next 35 years it was known as Berman’s 
Restaurant. Now the Pharmacy Counter occupies the property. 
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Free-Way Drive-In, 2665 Navarre Avenue, 1957. John E. Free, who previously owned a restaurant in 
downtown Toledo, opened the Free-Way in 1957, taking advantage of the 1950s and 1960s drive-in craze, as well as the 
development boom along Navarre Avenue spurred by the building of St. Charles Hospital in the early 1950s and the open¬ 
ing of 1-280 soon afterward. Many nearby restaurants have come and gone since 1957, including Dale & Don’s, Frostop, 
Berman’s, Perkins, The Hideout, The Cupboard, The Penguin, Fair Lane, Burger Chef, Bonanza, Netterfield’s, and the St. 
Charles Grill, but the Free-Way is still going strong. Later run by son “Skip” Free, and then by grandson John W. Free, the 
popular drive-in is the second oldest, and oldest family operated, restaurant in Oregon. 



Bay Shore Supper Club, 5307 Bay Shore Road, 2012. Oregon’s oldest restaurant, perhaps dating back 
to 1917, according to an early deed. By 1930, it was called Louie’s Bay Shore Inn & Supper Club. Later owners were 
Walt and Lillian Bourdo (1940-1956), Ralph DeWitt (1956-1962), and Charles and Evelyn Thomas (1962-1982). 
Sonny and Nancy Berry (see inset) have owned and operated the very popular restaurant for the past thirty years. The 
boat dock behind the restaurant was added in 1951. 
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The Main Restaurant, 
133 Main Street, 1952. 

Pete and Louis Pappas serve 
a customer in this vintage 
mid-century photo of the old 
Main Restaurant located in the 
Montville Block on the north¬ 
east comer of First and Main 
next to Barrett’s Shoe Store. 
Notice all the old cigar boxes. 
Photo courtesy of Constance 
Pappas Ross. 




Arlington Coffee Shop, Arlington Hotel, 201 Main Street, late 1960s. Still retaining its 
classic look of a 1950s diner, the original Arlington Restaurant was a coffee shop inside the Arlington Hotel 
on the northeast comer of Second and Main. Formerly the home of the Joseph Munch food and beer whole¬ 
sale business, the old Arlington building stood on Main Street from the 1890s until it was razed in the late 
1970s for the River East Plaza. 
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Whitehouse Drive-In Restaurant, 1166 Miami Street, about 1947. Earl Cousino’s first res¬ 
taurant opened in 1945 at the foot of the Fassett Street Bridge on the northwest comer of Miami and Fassett 
streets. This winter picture shows the old Whitehouse Restaurant, which specialized in “home cooked food,” 
with an old delivery tmck parked in front. Business was good, but the old Fassett Street Bridge was destroyed 
in 1957, and the lease at this location expired in 1963. 



Cousino’s Steak House, 
1977. 

Sara Welbom, left, and her best 
friend, Joyce Gates Devito, 
are ready to enjoy a meal after 
their diving meet at Sun Oil 
Recreation swimming pool. 


Earl’s Steak House, 1842 Woodville Road, 1970. In 1957, Earl Cousino opened his second restaurant 
on Woodville Road, which also became very successful, and has been owned by son Tom Cousino since 1976. The 
business prospered enough for it to be remodeled and enlarged nine times. Tom Cousino also spearheaded The Docks 
restaurants on the riverfront and owned the Navy Bistro and other restaurants in that development for many years. In 
this 1970 photo, the cow appears none too happy about the charcoal broiled steaks selling for $1.95. 
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Central Hot Dog, Southeast 
Corner of Front and Platt 
Street, October 2009. 

This little hot dog stand has been a 
fixture on this comer for about sixty 
years, and continues to be popular 
today. Located behind the 1888 
Weber Block, this comer has had a 
long history. 


Right: Several old businesses lined 
Front Street in 1905. Fifteen motor¬ 
cycles stand in front of the B & M 
Cycle Company (see page 139) next 
to John Weiler & Son grocery on the 
comer, whose customers must have had difficult access. Across Platt Street on the left is the old Lozer Hotel, later 
the Farmers Exchange Hotel, where Tom’s Bar-B-Q restaurant now stands. In that building, the Little Sisters of the 
Poor began their ministry in 1888, before moving to Starr Avenue a few years later, and are now located in beautiful 
grounds out Navarre Avenue at Wynn Road. 



Tony Packo’s, 1902 Front 
Street, 1996. 

Toledo’s signature restaurant has 
served Hungarian Hotdogs in Bir¬ 
mingham since 1932. This photo 
shows community leaders placing 
a new “Birmingham” street sign on 
the northeast comer of Consaul and 
Front Street, where the popular res¬ 
taurant has been for almost all of its 
80 years in business. 
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Chapter Ten 

The Hot Side of Town 

Firefighters 


• happens in most communities, the towns and villages east of the river have suffered some devastating fires 
throughout their history, but also have been protected and rescued by hundreds of dedicated firefighters who have been 
pledged to serve them. In the early years, fires in old wooden structures were even more dangerous, at a time when 
fire equipment was still very primitive. Also, large industries, especially those dealing with flammable materials, often 
produced larger and more intense fires. 

Yet, over the years, brave firefighters, who were often volunteers, fought these blazes and saved many lives. This 
brief chapter gives a glimpse of some of the many fires that have occurred in the past, and also honors a few of the 
many valiant firefighters who have served their communities so well. 



First East Side Fire Station, Northeast Corner of Euclid and First Street, 
c. 1890. A few early firemen pose with their horse-drawn equipment in front of the old station at 
First and Euclid Avenue (then called Cherry Street). Note the fire bell in the elaborate cupola on 
top of the building. This early station was in service at least by the 1860s, and then was used as a 
police station after 1895 when Engine House # 6 was built at Starr and Main. 
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Fire Station # 6, Starr Avenue, 1895. This rare photo shows the men and equipment lined 
up on Starr Avenue, looking west from Main Street, during their move from Euclid Avenue to the new 
station at Starr and Main. The old Wetli building is at the far right, which was replaced by the current 
brick structure, now a Sub-Way, in 1915. The home of George Scheets, mayor of Toledo in 1884, 
appears at the left on the comer of Euclid. 


Engine House # 6, 
Starr and Main, about 
1910. 

Pete Smith, Pete Osbourne, 
and Charles O’Shay pose 
with their new Steamer in 
front of Station # 6. The 
station, which was where 
the parking lot of the Hun¬ 
tington Bank is now, was 
razed in 1950-1951 (see 
inset), and a new station 
was built one block west at 
Starr and Euclid. A brand 
new # 6 station, its fourth 
building, is currently un¬ 
der construction at Oak and 
Fassett (page 196). 
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Engine House # 13, 2154 Front Street 
near Paine Avenue, about 1955. 

The unusual tall Gothic structure was built in 
1893, in the early days of the Birmingham neigh¬ 
borhood. The building still stands, but was re¬ 
placed by a new station at Front and Consaul in 
1985. Photo courtesy of Frank Kralik. 

Right: Firemen, from left to right: unknown, 
Captain Kountz, Peabody, Porrier, O’Shea, and 
Oliver, along with two of the white horses who 
also seem to be posing for the camera. 





Call Board inside # 10, Showing Alarm 
Boxes around the East Side. 


Engine House # 10,1214 Oak Street 
near Fassett, about 1890. 

The second fire station built in East Toledo, Engine 
House #10 operated out of this building, which still 
exists, for nearly a century, until taken out of service 
in the 1980s. The new #6 will soon open nearby. 
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Montville Block Fire, Main and 
First Street, 1976. 

The 80-year-old Montville Block, which 
housed the Main Restaurant (see page 
168) and Barrett’s Shoe Store, met its 
end in this tragic fire in 1976. The Ar¬ 
lington Hotel on the corner of Second 
Street is at the right. William T. Barrett 
(inset) poignantly looks at the remains 
of his family business. 


r 





East Side Central 
Elementary School 
Fire, Navarre 
Avenue and Berry 
Street, 1960. 

The old school, built in 1895, 
went out in a blaze of glory 
when it caught fire during 
its demolition in 1960. The 
two round turrets contained 
spiral stairways inside the 
building. The inset shows 
the mammoth school about 
1900, with the two turrets 
seen at the right. The sec¬ 
ond East Side Central, fin¬ 
ished in 1961, is also being 
demolished at this time. 
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Sports Center Fire, Starr Avenue, Looking Southeast from Raymer, 
February 1963. Taken from the comer of Raymer Boulevard in front of the Hostess 
Bakery, this winter photo shows the destmction of the Toledo Sports Center bowling alley. 
The large building in the distance at Spring Grove was the home of The Little Sisters of the 
Poor, and is now Joseph Burnett Park. The Sports Center was rebuilt, and still flourishes, 
now extending all the way to the comer where the vacant shoe repair building at the right 
once stood. 


Oregon Volunteer 
Fire Department 
Station # 1, 

Seaman Road, 

1941. 

Five original charter fire¬ 
fighters and three trust¬ 
ees pose in front of their 
new Buffalo Pumper in 
this view looking south¬ 
west across Wynn Road 
toward Pearson Park. 
From left to right are: 
Ted LaBounty, Clare 
Huss, Homer Brundage, 
Larry Couture, Charlie 
Carr, Carl Krauss, Henry 
Villhauer, and Richard 
Momenee. 
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Bay Shore Fire Trucks, Oregon Station # 3,1951. The Oregon Fire Department was formed by the con¬ 
solidation of three separate fire companies from 1938 to 1948: the Oregon Township Station at Seaman and Wynn, the 
Bay Shore Department at Harbor View, and the small Coy Fire Department in a building behind Coy Elementary School. 
Prior to 1938, fire coverage was provided by Ross Township, but by 1950 all of the fire stations, including the new Sta¬ 
tion # 2 on Wheeling, were owned by Oregon Township. Here a 1929 Model A Ford truck appears next to a 1951 Ward 
LaFrance Pumper. The inset shows Bay Shore Department firefighters at the Old Victory Inn at Harbor View. 



With Pearson Park in the background, this southwest view highlights the Oregon Fire Department’s vehicles in 1952. 
Inset: Dianne Lynn Ball, daughter of fireman Tom Ball, stands on the running board of an early Oregon fire truck. 
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Chapter Eleven 
G& 

All Around the Town 


Other Communities & Familiar Places 


long history of all the communities east of the river cannot be thoroughly dealt with in one book, but the 
photographs and introductions included in this chapter have attempted to give a brief overview of some other impor¬ 
tant places from past and present around the East Side. Both Rossford with its glass-making and Walbridge with its 
railroads have made significant economic contributions to the region and remain fine places to live and raise families. 
Perrysburg, whose tremendously rich history dating back to Fort Meigs and the War of 1812 has been well docu¬ 
mented in several other books and therefore has to remain beyond the scope of this volume. 

Also included here are some photographs that do not fit into previous chapters, but which reflect the vitality and di¬ 
versity of the communities of the East Side. For example, the Eastern Communities YMCA, the older hospitals, some 
of the schools, and even the new Hollywood Casino are worth a mention. A more in depth look at the rich heritage of 
the past and the many familiar places around the community can also be found in Josephine Fassett’s books on Oregon 
and Jerusalem Townships, as well as in several books about the history of East Toledo. 



Dustin Road, Looking West from Coy Road, 1975. Now a busy, much-needed east-west route running 
parallel to Navarre Avenue and Pickle Road, Dustin is seen here under construction from its east end at Coy. At the 
time it was laid out in 1975, only the towers of Sun Oil and the top of St. Charles Hospital could barely be seen way 
off in the distance. 
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East Toledo Family Center, 
Varland and East Broadway, 
August 1995. 

No place is more familiar to all East 
Siders than the Family Center. Started 
by Rev. H. W. Hoover in 1901 to help 
the many immigrant families moving to 
East Toledo in the early 20th century, it 
has continued to serve the community 
now for over 110 years. This modem 
building was dedicated on September 
9, 1971 (see page 69). More recently, 
under the leadership of Tim Yenrick 
and Kim Partin, it has provided many 
additional programs for all members of 
the East Side community. 




Old Coy Cider Mill, 3208 Navarre 
Avenue, October 2002. 

The little brick building from the early 
1900s once stood alone on the south side 
of Navarre near Coy Road. It later became 
surrounded by extensive commercial devel¬ 
opment, and this photo was taken shortly 
before it was demolished to make way for 
another new building. 



Genoa Town Hall, March 1993. 

This fine old Italianate building, which dates back to the 
late 19th century, still stands in the center of 
Genoa, a reminder of the city’s long historic past. 
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Ironville Chapel and the 
Traveling Church Bell, 
Lee and Jessie Street, 
1912. 

The tiny church pictured here, 
sometimes called the Union 
Sunday School, was built in the 
1870s, and was used by several 
denominations, including finally 
a Methodist group that vacated it 
in 1910 to build their own church 
on Millard and Case Street. 
About the time of this photo, its 
church bell was stolen. After the 
little chapel was tom down in 
1914, the old bell was recovered 
by Anthony Traufler, and fifty 
years later the family donated it 
to the Oregon-Jerusalem Histori¬ 
cal Society, where it is still dis¬ 
played at Brandville School. 



I 



St. Thomas Aquinas 
Catholic Church, Idaho 
and White Street, about 
1915. 

Shown here shortly after com¬ 
pletion, this substantial original 
church building stood on the 
southeast comer of Idaho and 
White, until it was replaced 
by the current beautiful brick 
church on that location in 1958. 
St. Thomas School opened next 
to the church in 1924. 
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Old East Side Hospital, 1153 
Oak Street, about 1920. 

The first hospital east of the river was 
started with seven beds by Dr. Clar¬ 
ence Ordway in 1908 in an old house 
on Oak Street that stood on the site of 
the 1830s Fassett homestead. It grew 
rapidly with several additions, and 
by 1913 it had 35 private rooms (see 
inset postcard). Doctors Ely, Noble, 
and Hemphill also worked on staff at 
the hospital. Industrial accidents and 
other dangerous working conditions 
often resulted in the hospital treating 
as many as sixty patients at once by 
the 1940s, more than any other hospi¬ 
tal in Toledo at the time. 
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Large Addition to St. Charles Hospital, Looking Northeast from Wheeling, 1973. The 

original St. Charles Hospital opened in 1954 on the southeast comer of Navarre and Wheeling, a much- 
needed facility on the East Side. It is hard now to believe that less than sixty years ago the only hospital 
east of the Maumee was in a large house. This photo shows the framework for the new addition built on the 
south side of St. Charles in 1973. Also, with the opening of Bay Park Hospital in 1999, the East Side is now 
well served with abundant health care facilities. 
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New YMCA, Pickle Road East of the 1-280 Overpass, early 1970s. Nearly completed in this photo, 
the modem Eastern Communities YMCA on Pickle Road offered a large swimming pool, gymnasium, racquetball 
courts, meeting rooms, and many other amenities, including an outdoor community pool. It replaced the old East Side Y at 
Starr and Euclid. 



Cardinal Stritch High School, Pickle Road, June 1961. Feverish construction was underway to com¬ 
plete the new high school before it was to open in September 1961. The modem school is known today as both Car¬ 
dinal Stritch High School and Kateri Catholic Academy. It has served students for over fifty years, and recently has 
combined all other Catholic schools into K-12 classes at this one facility in Oregon. 
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Twin Bay Shore Schools, Wynn 
Road, 1923. 

Increased enrollment in the Bay Shore area in 
the early 1900s prompted the school board to 
build two identical schoolhouses side by side 
with matching portables next to them. These 
Bay Shore schools were located on the east 
side of Wynn Road between Bay Shore and 
Jacobs Road, about where the Eagle’s Landing 
development now stands. The upper classes 
(see inset) are pictured in front of one of the 
twin schools, with matching bicycles appropriately standing at either side. Photos courtesy of Jim and Joanne Fox. 




Old Wynn School, Southwest Corner of Wynn and Bay Shore Road, 2012. In 1926, 
a larger school replaced the twin schools above, and was named Wynn School. Even though it was later 
superceded by a newer Wynn School further east on Bay Shore Road, this old Wynn School is still stand¬ 
ing on the west side of Wynn Road near Bay Shore and is used today for storage. Notice the Edison power 
plant in the background to the right. 
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Archway to Nowhere. Garfield School, about 2005. The ornate main entryway of the old Garfield Ele¬ 
mentary School is all that remains during the last stage of demolition, a symbol of the classic architecture of early 20th 
century school buildings. Built in 1915, this original school was directly across N. Ravine Parkway from the Waite 
football stadium where the parking lot of the new school (see page 63) now stands, and the houses on Worthington 
Street can be seen in the background. Photo taken by Bill Waganfeald. 



New Raymer School, Nevada Street between White and Raymer Boulevard, 2009. With a nice 
variety of modem architectural features, the large new Raymer Elementary is the third school of that name located in 
this block of Nevada Street. The first school was built in 1889, and named for early school board member James Ray¬ 
mer, who also owned a farm nearby. The second building opened in 1925, and graduated over 80 classes of students 
before being replaced by this new school a couple years ago. 
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Navarre School 
Anniversary, 2005-2006. 

Students pose on the playground 
behind Navarre Elementary in 
honor of the 85th anniversary of 
the school, which was built on the 
southwest comer of Navarre Av¬ 
enue and Kingston Street in 1920. 
An even earlier school from the 
late 1800s once stood across Na¬ 
varre Avenue where the teachers’ 
parking lot is now located. This 
picture looks south down Kings¬ 
ton toward the house that over 
the years absorbed many long 
home run balls when a baseball 
diamond was on the playground. 
These students would soon move 
into a new school. Photo cour- 



New Navarre School, Kingston and Navarre Avenue, September 2007. This new school, the third 
in its history, is seen here looking north along Kingston toward Navarre Avenue. Oakdale, Garfield, Navarre, Ray- 
mer, and Birmingham elementary schools have all been replaced with new buildings since 2003. 
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Waite High School, about 1930. East Toledo’s landmark high school had thousands of 
fans pack the football stadium that once was in the Waite Bowl in front of the school. The new 
Mollenkopf Stadium, one of three enclosed high school stadiums in Ohio, was built across East 
Broadway to the right in 1934. In the modem photo (inset), baseball has replaced football in the 
bowl, and the Grant Murray Field House, built in 1954, can be seen to the right of the school. 
Waite is currently undergoing a $20 million renovation before its 100th anniversary in 2014. 



Clay High School, Seaman Road, 2012. A Clay Eagle guards the front of the new Clay High 
School, a fine new modem building that replaced a complex of older classrooms, some of which dated back 
to the late 1920s. The school now has a beautiful campus that includes its excellent athletic facilities. 
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Mound at Mound View Park, Groll Drive and Byron Place, about 1920. 

John Groll, an early farmer out Woodville Road, decided as early as the 1870s that he would like running 
water in his isolated farmhouse. He used his horses to dig a lake that provided the dirt for this very large 
mound, estimated to be about 35 feet high, which would allow him to pump water downhill to his house. 
Many years later, in 1925, a large subdivision was platted south of Woodville Road and east of Drouillard 
(see inset), and was named after the old mound. It is uncertain if a windmill or just a decorative gazebo 
once stood on top. 


Old Mound at Mound 
View Park, about 1951. 

This photo shows the nearly 
80-year-old mound still in ex¬ 
istence. It was later leveled 
and the pond filled in to make 
way for new houses to be built 
in the area. Photo courtesy of 
Barbara Hofmann Miller. 
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Walbridge 

Originally called “Owl’s Nest,” the village later decided to take the name of the largest landowners, the Henry Wal¬ 
bridge family, who arrived in Northwest Ohio in 1832. Philip Loop was the first settler in what became Walbridge. 
He came in 1846, and his son George was the first white child bom in the township. Philip Loop was a Civil War 
veteran and member of the Ford Post. The Allen and Warner families soon followed, and by 1873, the Tylers, Steins, 
and Clarks were also prominent members of the community. 

In 1870, the first railroad was built, the Toledo & Ohio River Railroad, later known as the Penn-Central, and the 
Hocking Valley Railroad from southern Ohio was added about 1876. Walbridge has been known as a railroad town 
ever since. Also in 1876, the first church in the village was built, originally called the Union Church and then later 
Grace United Brethren. Members of the Union Church also started Main Street United Brethren Church. Nearby 
Lake Township Cemetery, where many of the graves of the early settlers are located, received its first burial in 1873. 

As early as 1850, the first school was erected, and the only children attending were members of the Loop and 
Warner families. A cement block grade school was built in 1906, replaced by a larger school with an auditorium 
in 1937. Before an early high school was erected in 1922, students had to go all the way to Toledo for the upper 
grades. 

The village was incorporated in 1913, with the first official offices held by Mayor A. E. Kusian, Clerk Ray Sigler, 
and Treasurer D. D. Doughty. The first City Council consisted of Gust Dittman, John Gibson, Charles Johnson, Robert 
Gaul, Hiram Isbell, and Charles Sigler. 

Perry Street was the first road to be paved in 1919, and the following year the first electric lighting system was 
installed. The first water supply well was drilled in 1923, and Walbridge purchased its first fire track in 1927. The 
current town hall and police station (also used as a fire station) were constructed in the early 1950s. Walbridge has 
also had many long-time local businesses over the years, run by the familiar names of Stein, Gilbert, Tyler, Kusian, 
Doughty, Lusher, Bahnsen, and Sigler. 

By 1950, the population of Walbridge had grown to 1,152, and only a decade later it had almost doubled to 2,142 res¬ 
idents. Many railroaders have made Walbridge their home, and it has remained a close-knit community of churches, 
schools, parks, and businesses, with several new street additions in recent decades. The town is currently planning for 
its centennial celebration in 2013. Historical information provided by Don Hiles and Darlene Sigler Limmer. 
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A. J. (Andrew Jackson) Stein General Store, 105 S. Main, Walbridge, about 1908. 

This vintage photo shows Mr. Stein in front of this early Walbridge business at the wheel of his truck with his sons 
George and Leforce (Cookie) in the back. Notice the hitching rails along the street. The old building was later tom 
down and is now the site of the Walbridge Nite Club. Photo courtesy of Darlene Sigler Limmer. 


(Opposite Page, Top): Miller Building, 101 N. Main, Walbridge, about 1920. 

Built on the northwest comer of Main and Union Street in 1914, the Miller Block was the home of the Sigler 
and Bahnsen grocery store from 1917 to 1930. Ray Sigler had begun working as a meat cutter for A. J. Stein 
in 1909, and married his daughter Coloma in 1915. He bought out Ben Bahnsen in 1930, and continued to 
run the store in this old Walbridge landmark building until 1938. The Miller Block (inset) is at the left in this 
early view north on Main Street. 


Opposite Page, Bottom): Sigler’s Grocery, 100 S. Main, Walbridge, about 1940. 

In 1938, Ray Sigler moved his grocery business across the intersection to the southeast comer of Main and 
Union, where he operated the store until his death in 1964. This photo shows Ray’s son Wes in their spiffy 
delivery truck in front of the store about 1940. Wes, who worked in the store since he was in high school, ran 
the business after his father died until the store was closed in 1969. Wes generously extended credit, espe¬ 
cially to railroaders, and many unpaid receipts were never collected, but the goodwill the family gained was 
priceless. Wes’s daughter Darlene has many good memories of working in the family store when she was a 
young girl. Photo courtesy of Darlene Sigler Limmer. 
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Sigler’s Red & White Grocery, 100 S. Main Street, Waibridge, about 1940. 


Miller Block, 101 N. Main Street, Waibridge, 
built 1914. 
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Rossford 

Rossford got its name from plate glass maker Edward Ford and his wife Caroline Ross. But long before Mr. Ford 
produced his first glass there on October 28, 1899, the area was the home of early settlers who could remember when 
wolves and Indians roamed the forests along the river. 

Among those pioneer settlers was Gabriel Crane (1800-1882), who was a friend of Peter Navarre and who built the 
first frame house in the area where the Thermopane plant was later located. Doria Tracy (1808-1894) arrived in 
1867 and settled along Grassy Creek where Eagle Point Road now turns toward the river. His daughter Katha¬ 
rine married Julius Lamson, a co-founder of the Lamson Brothers department store. Elliott Warner (1844-1930) 
came in 1875 and bought land now occupied by Rossford High School. He was a Civil War veteran, graduate of 
Oberlin College, and served several terms as a Ross Township trustee. Another early settler was George Davis, 
who in 1856 built a house on open farmland, which years later when the streets of Rossford were platted became 
156 Bacon Street. Among other early families that owned land in the area were the Chamberlins (see page 110) 
and the Whitmores. 

With the coming of Edward Ford in 1898 and the beginnings of LOF, Rossford grew rapidly and over the last century 
has become a family oriented and prosperous community on the east side of the river. 



Dixie Highway, Looking North toward Rossford, 1920s. The road winds down across the creek into 
Rossford in this early century view, taken from where the bowling alley is now located. The little lane to the right is 
where Rossway and a Speedway station now stand. The old St. Mary Magdalene Church appears above the car in 
the foreground, and to the right of the church in the distance can be seen smokestacks of the LOF plant. At least one 
of the houses at the left still stands on the hill behind the Stop & Shop store. 
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Tuller Building, 201 Superior Street at Elm, Rossford, early 1900s. 

A horse-drawn delivery wagon waits beside the old business block on the southeast comer of 
Elm in this early view south on Rossford’s main street with the interurban tracks still running down 
the center. The turret on the building matches the distinctive turrets on many of the houses built 
along Superior Street. Over the years, the Tuller Building has housed Myers Rexall drugstore, the 
Dixie Griddle restaurant, and is currently the Granny Thomas Day Care. 



Dixie Highway, Rossford, 1920s. This interesting photo of early Rossford looks north 
from near Elm Street, and shows a more leisurely way of life in which a man can stand beside 
his car stopped in the middle of the street. The tracks belonged to the Maumee Valley Interur¬ 
ban line that went out of business in 1927. Notice the flags along the street and the boy with a 
flag on his tricycle at the far left. The fine Neoclassical main office building of LOF is behind 
the trees, as seen in the photo (inset) taken from the same location in 2009. 
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WOHO 



r TED BARBONE 
5:30 A.M. TO 9:30 A.M. 


^ JOHNNY DAURO 
i 9:30 A.M. TO 12 NOON 


FRED MITCHELL 
12 NOON TO 5:00 P.M. 


L ART LYNN 

15:00 P.M. TO 9:30 P.M. 


L,. LOU KOZMA 

(9:30 P.M. TO 12:30 A.M. 


WALLY WO-HO 

THeAbniA 


THE "FEATURED 5” ON 1470 


The Featured Five on WOHO, 1962. Baby Boomers are sure to remember Oregon’s radio sta¬ 
tion, WOHO on the AM dial, which broadcast from the “Pink Palace” at 2965 Pickle Road from 1954 
until the 1990s. The DJs are posed here on the station’s 1958 Ford Thunderbird during the golden days 
of Rock ‘n Roll. 



FRED MITCHELL | JOHNNY DAURO | ART LYNN I ROBIN WALKER I LOU KOZMA 

'MfTCM wnwwfor j •JOHNNYQN WfffOr I ’iYNNmlHtSm- I »«»/©• I •JWIN&iN'fOU* WAT wnxiQUK • 

5;30 a.m.9‘JO «.m. I 9:30 o.m. to 12 Noon I 12 Noon to S p.m. I S p,m. to 9:30 p.m. I 9:30 p.m, to I a m. 


Another WOHO Promotion of 
Their DJs, 1960s. 

In this promotion, Robin Walker (upper left) 
has replaced Johnny Dauro, and Wally WOHO 
is seen water skiing (upper right). The station’s 
disc jockeys participated in many civic causes, 
and sometimes kids were invited into the studios 
to watch them spin records. And no doubt the 
Big Kahuna was ready to award some prizes. 


192 










EAST of the MAUMEE RIVER 


Chapter Twelve 

The East Shall Rise Again 

Parting Shots & Future Glimpses 


• /''sthe photos in this book have tried to show, the East Side of the Maumee River has had a long and distinguished 
history. It was where Peter Navarre and his brothers first settled in 1807, and the location of Fort Meigs at the foot 
of the rapids in Perrysburg. It contained the rich soil of the Great Black Swamp that brought pioneers from many 
countries to farm their own land in America. Known as Oregon Township since 1837, it now contains East Toledo, 
Oregon, and many other communities rich in history. 


The East Side of most large cities, because of prevailing westerly winds, are usually where large industries and 
working class neighborhoods are located, and it has been those big factories as well as smaller businesses east of the 
river that have provided the jobs that fostered the growth of the whole region. Even though the older sections of East 
Toledo have experienced hard times in recent years, the riverfront now promises a greener future, and the whole area 
east of the Maumee with its long shoreline and abundant resources will certainly continued to thrive and grow. And its 
greatest resource will always be the people who have called themselves East Siders for generations, and who continue 
to value their communities. This book has attempted to celebrate a past with a rich history, and hopefully a future that 
will be rich in potential. 



There are more manufacturing facilities in 
the East Toledo ZIP Code than any other 
ZIP Code in Toledo,” says Don Monroe, 
who heads the River East Economic Revi¬ 
talization Corp. 


Another East Side Booster, Starr & Main 
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Johlin Cabin, Pearson Park North, August 30, 2009. As a reminder of the past, Beth Cutcher 
stands in pioneer garb in front of the Johlin cabin, a centerpiece of the new parkland development that pro¬ 
vides a place to educate residents about the early history of their community (see page 32). 



From the Old to the 
New. Computer Lab, 
Garfield School, 
September 2007. 

A bold contrast is seen in 
going from the log cabin 
pictured above, which 
teaches about life in the 
past, to this computer lab 
at the new Garfield School, 
which gives students the 
basic tools they will need 
to thrive in the 21st cen¬ 
tury. Both are valuable for 
helping children understand 
what is important in life. 
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Oregon Branch Library, Dustin and Coy Road, March 2012. Flowering trees surround 
the Oregon Library’s modem 16,000 square-foot brick building. It opened in April 1989, replacing the 
4100 square-foot space the library had occupied in a shopping center at Navarre Avenue near Coy Road 
since 1965. Before that, beginning in 1922, Oregon Township was served only by book collections in 
the school buildings. 



Councilman Mike Craig and Members 
of the Friends of the Library Welcome 
Visitors to the New Locke Branch, 
September 2007. 


New Locke Branch Library, Miami Street, October 2008. The many-gabled brick library with 
windows on the Maumee River offers patrons a much larger facility with modem technology and a community 
meeting room. The well-loved library at Main and Greenwood had been an East Side landmark since 1917, but 
the new Locke Branch is the best possible replacement that will serve the community well for years to come. 
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New Engine House # 6, Northeast Corner of Fassett and Oak Street, February 2012. 

This large new fire station under construction at Oak and Fassett will be the fourth location for Engine House 
# 6 (see page 172). It will be much larger than the old 1951 station at Starr and Euclid, and also provide faster 
response to a larger area that once was covered by Station # 10. The inset shows the demolition of the old 
Isenberg Hotel, later the Railroad YMCA, on the same comer of Oak and Fassett in 1973. 



Tornado at Lake High School, June 2010. A devastating tornado destroyed most of the Lake 
High School and Middle School complex shown in this aerial view with Route 795 seen at the top. One 
of the worst tornadoes ever in this area, it took several lives as it touched down across Lake Township, 
completely destroying houses all the way to Millbury. Fortunately, the tornado struck late at night when 
school was not in session, and fine new school buildings have been built on the site of the wreckage. 
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Docks Restaurants, International Park, 2001. Through the efforts of River East and Tom 
Cousino, an old Toledo heavy equipment building became this beautiful row of fine restaurants along the 
east bank of the river. They are well worth a visit to the East Side. 



Hollywood Casino, Miami Street near 1-75, February 2012. The huge new $320 million 
Hollywood Casino, shown here nearly ready for its late May opening, stretches along the river south from 
the 1-75 interchange almost all the way to the LOF plant in Rossford. It will feature 2,002 slot machines, 
60 gaming tables, 20 poker tables, and will have 1,300 employees. 
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Marina District, Riverside Drive, September 2009. Streetlights along the new road through 
the Marina District frame the Veterans’ Skyway Bridge in the background of this recent photograph. This 
view, looking north from near Main Street, shows the public access to the riverfront at the left, as well as the 
vast area that has been remediated for development where the Sports Arena (see inset) stood for 60 years. 
Hopefully, the Dashing Pacific investors from China will be able to bring the vital project to fruition. The 
old Edison Acme plant in the distance to the right will soon be razed. 



A Bridge to the Future. Veterans Skyway Bridge and Boat Terminal, August 2007. The landmark 
new bridge, whose roadway rises 150 feet above the river, is the largest ODOT project ever undertaken 
(see inset of the bridge during construction in 2004), and will be a signature entryway to the city for 
generations to come. The basin and new boat terminal building at the left at the north end of the Marina 
District will soon be the home of the James Schoonmaker Museum Ship and the Western Lake Erie His¬ 
torical Museum. 
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Navarre & Wheeling, Looking Southeast, c. 1960 
















